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 P a l m  S u n d a y  W o r s h i p  
March 28, 2021 - 9:00 a.m. 

 

    M a u n d y  T h u r s d a y  
April 1, 2021 - 6:30 p.m. 

First Communion families invited to attend in-person  
worship ~ all others please join us on Facebook Live  

 

     G o o d  F r i d a y  P r a y e r  V i g i l   
       April 2, 2021 - 5:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

Self Guided time of prayer and meditation in the sanctuary. 
 Come and go on a schedule that is convenient for you.  

 

Join Pastor Myers on Facebook Live for a virtual  
time of prayer from 1 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 

E a s t e r  S u n d a y  C e l e b r a t i o n  
 Sunday, April 4, 2021 

Worship at 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 
Worship will be available in parking lot and in-person inside 

 

All Covid-19 precautions need to be in place. Social distancing  
may require overflow seating in the Community Room 

If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary for Easter, please make 
use of the special envelopes in the narthex or send a check to the church 
office.  Flowers may be given ‘in honor ' or ‘in memory’ of loved ones 
or ‘ to the glory of God’.  Please make your donation by Palm Sunday. 



P a s t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e  

   Last year one of our Epiphany members received a surprise 
bequest from their mother’s estate via a long-forgotten 
insurance policy.  When they received the check, they 
decided they wanted to honor her faith by creating a legacy 
gift to Epiphany. They remembered hearing about 
endowments and wondered if this gift might enable Epiphany 
to create an endowment that would ensure that ministry 
which reached out to our neighbors would always be possible. 
   After conversation with me and the church council we 
began to lay the groundwork to establish the Epiphany 
Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund. Endowments 
invest gifts so that each year the interest from those 
investments can be used for ministry. The initial money given 
is protected so that it is not spent but rather continues to 
generate interest to be used the next year.  The principal of 
these investments would only be available to use in 
emergency situations and it would require a congregational 
vote to access them. 
   Amy Ely, Dave Overholser and myself worked with Tharan 
Leopold, an expert from the ELCA Foundation, to create 
policies and develop language to be included in our 
constitution to establish the endowment. These policies help 
us understand how our endowment will function. These funds 
are not intended for salaries, or utilities, but rather are 
intended to enable us to be the hands and feet of Christ in the 
world. Our endowment committee would distribute funds for 
ministries like youth trips, our little pantry, feeding 
ministries, our child care center, activities like National Night 
Out, special building projects or other activities our members 
are excited to support. The endowment will provide a way for 
us to be less concerned about how we pay for new and 
creative ministry so that we can be even more attentive to our 
community and the world around us. We know that 
congregations that are active in their communities and reach 
beyond their walls are vital and growing, deepening the faith 
of their members and attracting people who want to make an 
impact on the world God has entrusted to us. 
   Our initial gift is $10,000. This is a significant start to 
establish our endowment.  Our goal is to reach an endowment 
of $25,000 in order to invest in the ELCA foundation.  The 
ELCA foundation is a pooled Trust that has more that $770.9 
million worth of assets in management from our ELCA 
congregations, synods, colleges, universities, seminaries, 
camps and other eligible ELCA entities.  Being a part of this 
large pool of funds spreads risk and allows the investment to 
perform with higher returns and lower fees.  The average 
return for those invested in the ELCA Foundation over the 
last 10 years is 7.46%. 
  At our March 8th meeting the Epiphany Church council 
passed continuing resolutions to establish the endowment. At 
our next annual meeting we will recommend adding these 
resolutions to our constitution. Now we are looking for 
special gifts to reach our $25,000 goal in addition to pledged 
estate gifts to grow the endowment in the future. 

   This is an exciting development for Epiphany. These 
gifts are a testimony to the great love our members have 
for God, this congregation, and the faith that has been 
grown in their lives.  These gifts are also a statement of 
trust in God that our congregation will continue to grow 
and serve Eagle Lake and the surrounding area for 
generations to come. We are building a legacy for not 
only for the individuals who are honored in these gifts, 
but a legacy for this congregation. Through the 
Epiphany Mission Endowment Fund, we will reflect 
God’s generosity through service and caring. 
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Introducing the Epiphany Lutheran Church Endowment 

We Know Who We Are 
 

Over the past three years our LEAD (Living Everyday 
As Disciples) Team has been carefully listening, 
watching and reflecting about who we are as a congre-
gation and how we can best be God’s presence in Eagle 
Lake and the surrounding area.  As part of our work we 
have identified three core values that we believe are the 
driving force behind how we make decisions and how 
we live as a congregation. Through many activities, 
and discussions we have refined and clarified these val-
ues and at our March 8th council meeting the council 
adopted these values to help us clarify our congrega-
tional identity.  We identified the following values: 
 

Generosity: 
Giving freely to others out of the abundance of what 
God has first given us. 
 

Serving: 
Using our time, abilities, finances and other resources 
to help others in need. 
 

Caring: 
Responding with compassion to the emotional, spiritual 
and physical needs of others. 
 

In the coming months we will explore each of these 
values in depth, telling stories, sharing examples, and 
noticing how these values are lived at Epiphany. In 
April our focus will be Generosity! 
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Please save your grocery receipts, liquor and prescription 

receipts (dates 9-1-20 through July 1, 2021). Bring them 

to worship, mail them to the church office or to Winnis 

Buesing (Box 214 St. Clair, MN 56080). 

General Fund 
In memory of Maxwell Moorhouse 
Given by Keith and Sue Edstrom  
 

In memory of Robert Beckel  
Given by Linda Kiecker 
 

In memory of Carolyn Gunton-Lewis  
Given by Alan and Carolyn Gunton  
 

Given by  Keith and Sue Edstrom  
 

Building Fund 
In memory of Doris Fisher 
Given by Audrey Rieck 
 

In memory of Ardis Steel  
Given by Audrey Rieck 
 

In memory of Carolyn Gunton-Lewis 
Given by Audrey Rieck 
 

In memory of Kate Wick 
Given by Audrey Rieck 
 

Preschool 
In memory of Violet Haedt 
Given by Ralph and Winnis Buesing 
 

Worship/Music 
In memory of Shirley Ewoldt 
Given by Mike and Linda Arndt  
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  
In memory of Carolyn Gunton-Lewis  
Given by Mary Behsman 

Little Pantry 
 

   Our Epiphany Little Pantry continues to be a source of 
help for families in need during this COVID-19 pandemic 
as many families are hurting financially.  Donations of food 
and personal care hygiene items are welcomed!  Please 
bring them to worship or leave them in the deck box near 
the door.  Monetary donations are also accepted.  
   We are thankful to the Pantry Volunteers, Keith and Sue 
Edstrom, Pam Wendt, Linda Arndt, Donna Nielsen, Becky 
Overholser, Laurie and Kathy Gerdes, Bruce, Katie and Eli 
Sieberg, and John and Sue Nasinec for keeping our pantry 
stocked on a daily basis. We are very grateful to the Fisher 
family for their dedication to keep the pantry organized and 
inventoried and letting us know what items are needed.  

Red Cross Blood Volunteer Needed 
 

   The Red Cross holds blood drives at Epiphany 2 times 
each year - in February and August. We are looking for 
someone to be the coordinator for these blood drives.   
Duties include working with the Red Cross staff, arranging 
for help to serve at the check-in registration table, work in 
the canteen, and help with setup and tear down.     
   If you are interested, please let the church office know.  
Jim Enz has served in this role for many years and is will-
ing to assist in this transition. 

Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly  
 

   The Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly for 
2021 will be held online-only on Saturday, May 8. If 
you are interested in being a voting member of the   
assembly for our congregation contact Pastor Myers. 

First Communion Class 
 

   First communion class will be 
held after worship on March 21 
for students of any age who are 
ready to receive communion.  An 
in-person worship service for 
their families will be held on 
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2021 
at 6:30 p.m.  The service will be 
available on Facebook Live for 
all others. 

Women’s Bible Study 
 

   After many months of not being able to meet due to 
Covid restrictions, the Women’s Bible Study is resum-
ing.  All women are invited to meet at the church on 
Monday, March 15 at 6:30 p.m. for a planning meeting 
to decide on a study.  We will begin meeting regularly 
on the 3rd Monday of each month.  
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Ms. Sofia 
Teacher 
Ms. Sofia is from Venezuela and is a Senior at MSU studying elementary education with a 
minor in teaching English as a second language.  She loves teaching and is beginning to  
fulfill her dream of being a teacher here at Star Light. 

Kathy Groebner 
Director 
Lead Preschool Teacher 
Ms. Kathy has been at Star Light since 2019 she is director and lead preschool teach-
er.  She is married to papa John (he stops by to visit often!). She is mother to 4 beautiful 
girls, 6 grandchildren, and a dog, Mia.  She loves traveling, spending time on the lake, and 
camping.  They enjoy being able to spoil the Star Light children as well. 

Ms. Marissa 
Teacher 
Ms. Marissa is a Mankato High School graduate and is studying elementary education at 
MSU.  She enjoys baking, hiking, and watching movies with her dad.  

Ms. Brittany 
Aide 
Ms. Brittany is from Marshall, Minnesota.  She spent time in South Dakota where she 
worked in Childcare until she moved to Mankato and started at Star Light.  She likes reading, 
movies and going to the gym.  

Welcome to Star Light Early Learning Center 
The last couple of months have meant many changes for Star Light Early Learning 
Center.  We have welcomed a new director and expanded our staff in preparation 
to welcome new students. Ms. Kathy who joined the Star Light family in 2019 has 
been named our director, she will also continue as the Lead Preschool teacher.  
We have retained Ms. Lilly who has been on our staff since 2018 as our Lead 
Toddler teacher and Ms. Kelly who joined our staff in November continues as an 
aide.  We have now welcomed Ms. Savanha, Ms. Sofia, and Ms. Marissa as teach-
ers and Ms. Brittany as an Aide.  We are excited that these new additions to the 
Star Light team will allow us to welcome new students and families to the center!.  
Registration forms for toddler care and preschool can be found at 
www.starlightearlylearningcenter. com  

Ms. Savanha 
Teacher 
Savanha joined the Star Light team in 2020 as a preschool teacher. She is from Mankato and 
is currently studying to be a nurse. Her hobbies (outside of hanging out with her preschool 
friends) include: reading, baking, and spending time with her husband and her dog.  She re-
ally enjoys working at Star Light and is excited to meet new students.  
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P r a y e r s  

Richard Lewis 

Linda Kiecker  

Dale Hall 

Carol Asmus 

Ralph Buesing  

Neil Westby 

Warren Schueneman, brother-in-law of Katy 
Schueneman  

Henry Hansen, nephew of Deb Lawson 

Wyatt, great nephew of Linda Kiecker 

Chris Price, friend of Winnis Buesing 

Craig Kapfer, son of Dorothy Kapfer 

Mark Buesing, Buesing’s nephew  

Kristian Peter, Edstrom’s great nephew 

Barb Youell, sister of Marylss Johnson  

 Pam Wendt, John Nasinec, Angela Chatleain, Lue Arndt, 
and Joe Fisher for sharing their faith stories during Lenten 
online worship.  

 Jan Lange, Keith Edstrom, Cheryl Wellner, and Jaylee Ely 
for leading our singing at worship. 

 Confirmation students and all who donated school supplies 
last fall to make about 100 school kits representing an esti-
mated value of $2000.  

 Our confirmation students for leading Ash Wednesday 
worship.  

 Ann Stensrud and Bruce Sieberg for doing the audit for 
the church and Star Light Early Learning Center.   

 Ed Lange for servicing our vacuum cleaner.  
 Katie and Eli Sieberg, Ashtyn and Faith, Bree McNeary 

and Ryan Hatfield for running the projector at worship.  
 The Food for Friends meal served to our hungry neighbors 

using funds from a Thrivent Grant.  
 Adam Johnson for our parking lot snow removal. 
 For the work and dedication of our worship committee 

who prepared our sanctuary for indoor worship.  
 For Kathy Groebner the new director of Star Light Early 

Learning Center 
 The Sieberg family for serving coffee/treats at our annual 

meeting.  
 For our annual meeting door Prize Winners: Laurie 

Gerdes, Susan Brunz, Barb Johnson 
  Laurie Leiferman, Amy Ely, Linda Kiecker, Carol Regnier 

and Heidi Johnson - winners of the drawing for quilts. 
 Everyone who contributed to the 12 Days of Christmas 

devotional.  
 Girl Scout Troop 34497 for collecting donations for 

Mending Spirit Animal Rescue.  
 Our outgoing council members - Jacki Madden, Sue 

Edstrom, Dave Overholser, Deb Lawson and Tom Wellner 

All who are battling cancer:  
Sue Nasinec, Dorothy Kapfer, Gloria Ideker,  
Marlys Garness  

All who serve in our military including: 

Regan Geving, grandson of Larry and Bernita, serving 
in the Navy 
Ryan Geving, grandson of Larry and Bernita, serving 
in the Army Reserves  
Garrison Pfeffer serving in the Air Force  
Bryan Zeisneiss, cousin of Pastor Myers, serving in 
the National Guard 

Christian sympathy to the Brian Fingerson family who 
grieve the death of Arlene Fingerson, Brian’s mother.  
Arlene died on February 18 and her funeral was on 
February 24.  
 
Christian sympathy to the family and friends of Car-
olyn Gunton-Lewis.  Carolyn died on February 6 in 
Texas.  
 
Christian sympathy to the family and friends of Kate 
Wick, sister-in-law to Jim Enz.  Kate died on February 
6 and her funeral was on February 11.  
  

Congratulations to Bethany and Bryan Faxel 
on the birth of a son, Henry Brandt, born on 
January 25. Bethany is the daughter of Greg 
and Geri Brandt and the sister of Angela 
Chatleain. 

Caden James, son of Michael and Amber 
Davis was baptized on February 7.  
Caden’s baptismal sponsors are Cody and 
Erin Adams, Ryan Paulson and Josh Helland.  
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Church Council Summary- February 8, 2021     
 

Members Present:  Pastor Myers, Winnis Buesing, Heidi 
Johnson, Duane Anderson, John Nasinec, Becky Overholser   
Michael Sorensen, Katie Sieberg, Kari Severson 
 
 

Call to Order: 6:34pm 
Devotions: Pastor Myers     
Prayerful Preparation: Pastor Myers 
 

Agenda review – additions/changes  
Motion to approve: Kari Severson. Second: Duane Ander-
son. All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Approval of minutes from January 13, 2020 Council 
Meeting: Motion to approve as amended: Duane Anderson . 
Second: John Nasinec.  All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Approval of minutes from January 31, 2020 Council 
Meeting: Motion to approve: Becky Overholser. Second: 
Winnis Buesing.  All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Pastor report:  As submitted. Reviewed the ideas of learn-
er’s mindset and adapted change.  
 

Treasurer’s report        
 Financial Statement review 

See Treasurers report for details. Motion to ap-
prove: Winnis Buesing. Second: Katie Sieberg. 
All in favor-motion carried. 

 Approve Bills to be paid with the transfer of 
$890.53 from general to building: 
Motion to approve: Kari Severson. Second: John 
Nasinec.  All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Preschool-Star Light Early Learning Center   
 Interviews are being held for new positions. 

Property 
 John Nasinec and Duane Anderson will work to 

improve the storage in janitor area and create 
space for the janitor cart. 

 Motion to remove upper cabinets in workroom and 
replace with open shelving: Kari Severson, Sec-
ond: Katie Sieberg. All in favor-motion carried. 

 Heidi Johnson will explore removal of the large 
screen TV in the youth room. 

Old Business:  
 Constitution is still under review 

New Business 
 Motion to reopen the building to outside groups.  

Groups must provide their Covid plan and clean 
before and after use with their own cleaning sup-
plies. Katie Sieberg Second: Winnis Buesing. All 
in favor-motion carried. 

  Motion to reopen the building to Epiphany groups 
following our Covid plans: Kari Severson Second: 
Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion carried. 

 Pastor introduced the purpose of an endowment and 
will forward documents for the council to review 
before our next meeting. 

Motion to adjourn:   Becky Overholser 
 

Next meeting date:  March 8, 2021  
 

Respectfully submitted, Michael Sorensen      

2021 Church Council  
 

President: Heidi Johnson                   507-461-6957 
 hmbartelt0717@gmail.com 
 

Vice President  Winnis Buesing    507-995-0725 
 winnis@hickorytech.net 
 

Treasurer: Becky Overholser                             507-257-3417 
 dboverho@hotmail.com 
 

Secretary:  Michael Sorensen             507-461-0391 
 mnwild2112@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Ronald Myers  507-257-3156 
 ronalddmyers@yahoo.com  
 

 Duane Anderson    507-381-8577  
 duanea4@gmail.com 
 

 John Nasinec    507-257-3135  
 smnjn@yahoo.com 
  

 Katie Sieberg                    507-327-8540 
 katscurls@yahoo.com 
 

 Kari Severson    507-402-0802 
 karilseverson@gmail.com 

Church Council Summary- Jan. 31, 2021 
Following annual meeting 
 

Members Present:  Pastor Myers, Winnis Buesing, Heidi 
Johnson, Duane Anderson, John Nasinec, Becky Over-
holser, Michael Sorensen, Katie Sieberg 
 

Members Absent: Kari Severson     
 

Call to Order: 10:31am by Pastor Myers    
 

Election of officers: 
 

President: Heidi Johnson - Vice President: Winnis Bues-
ing 
Treasurer: Becky Overholser - Secretary: Michael 
Sorensen 
Heidi Johnson became meeting Chair 
 

Decided meetings are set for second Monday of every 
month.  We will check at the end of each meeting to 
make sure it works for the following month. 
 

New Business: 
 Motion by Duane Anderson, second by Becky 

Overholser to hire Kathy Groebner as director of 
Star Light Early Learning Center.  Motion car-
ried. 

 Motion by Duane Anderson, second by Winnis 
Buesing to remove Dave Overholser, and Jacki 
Madden as bank signatures and add John Nasi-
nec, Becky Overholser and Heidi Johnson as au-
thorized signatures.  Motion carried 

 Opening and closing schedule discussed 
Motion to adjourn:  Winnis Buesing                                 
Next meeting date:  February 8, 2021- 6:30pm  

 

Respectfully submitted,  Pastor Ronald Myers      
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Financial Report as of January 31, 2021 
 
 
 

General Fund  
 For the Month: 
   Beginning Balance 1/1/2021  $1, 344 
     Monthly Receipts  9,253 
     Monthly Expenses  (10,486) 
 Ending Balance 1/31/2021  111 
 
 
 

 Year to Date: 
 Beg Balance 1/1/2021     $1,344 
   Year-to-date Receipts  9,253 
   Year-to-date Expenses  (10,486) 
 Ending Balance 1/31/21  111 
 
 
 

Mortgage Fund 
 Beginning Balance 1/1/2021  $3,403    
   Income   $3,011 
       Expenses  (3,011) 
 Ending Balance 1/31/2021  $3,403 
 
 
 

 Year-to-date Receipts  $3,011 
 Year-to-date Expenses   (3,011) 

 

Financial Report as of February 28, 2021  
 
 
 

General Fund  
 For the Month: 
   Beginning Balance 2/1/2021  $ 111 
     Monthly Receipts  10,079 
     Monthly Expenses  (11,080) 
 Ending Balance 2/28/2021  (891) 
 
 
 

 Year to Date: 
 Beg Balance 1/1/2021     $1,344 
   Year-to-date Receipts  19,331 
   Year-to-date Expenses  (21,566) 
 Ending Balance 2/28/21  (891) 
 
 
 

Mortgage Fund 
 Beginning Balance 1/1/2021  $3,403    
   Income   $3,011 
       Expenses  (3,011) 
 Ending Balance 1/31/2021  $3,403 
 
 
 

 Year-to-date Receipts  $6,021 
 Year-to-date Expenses   (6,021) 

Church Council Summary– March 8, 2021 
 

Members Present: Pastor Myers, Winnis Buesing, Heidi Johnson   
Duane Anderson, Becky Overholser, Michael Sorensen, Katie 
Sieberg  Kari Severson   
Members Absent: John Nasinec     
Call to Order: 6:32pm 
Devotions: Pastor Myers     
Prayerful Preparation: Pastor Myers 
Agenda review – additions/changes  
Motion to approve: Duane Anderson. Second: Kari Severson . 
All in favor-motion carried 
Approval of minutes from December 9, 2020 Council Meet-
ing: Motion to approve: Becky Overholser Second: Winnis 
Buesing.  All in favor-motion carried. 
Treasurer’s report        

 Financial Statement review 
See Treasurers report for details. Motion to approve: 
Winnis Buesing. Second: Michael Sorensen. All in favor-
motion carried. 

 Approve Bills to be paid with the transfer of $1,120.03 
from general to building: 
Motion to approve: Katie Sieberg. Second: Winnis Bues-
ing.  All in favor-motion carried. 

Preschool-Star Light Early Learning Center:   
 Motion to approve the hiring of Sofia Lazada, Marissa 

Wensel, and Brittany Chavarria as Star Light Staff: Becky 
Overholser. Second Kari Severson. All in favor-motion 
carried. 

Worship: 
 Easter services will be in-person at 7 am and 10 am over-

flow will be available in the parking lot and in the com-
munity room utilizing a screen to broadcast the facebook 
feed. 

Property: 
 Duane Anderson has adjusted shelves in the furnace room 

for the janitor cart 
 John Nasinec will complete the work room shelving in 

April 
Endowment: 

 Motion to adopt The Epiphany Lutheran Church Mission 
Endowment Fund continuing resolution (Details available 
in the church office) and to present the continuing resolu-
tion as an amendment to our constitution at the next con-
gregational meeting: Duane Anderson Second.  Winnis 
Buesing 

Old Business:  
 The constitution review by Sue Edstrom and Jackie Mad-

den continues 
Pastor’s Report: 

 Motion to adopt Generosity, Caring and Serving as the 
core values of Epiphany Lutheran Church:  Kari Severson 
Second Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion carried 

 Motion to adopt the Mission Statement: Reflecting God’s 
generosity by serving and caring: Duane Anderson Sec-
ond Katie Sieberg. All in favor-motion carried 

Motion to adjourn: Michael Sorensen                                
 

Next meeting date:  April 12, 2021  
Respectfully submitted,, Michael Sorensen                                



NEWS DEADLINE 
Sunday Bulletin: Noon on Wednesday                 
Newsletter: The 15th of the month 
 

Editor: Donna Nielsen 
Email: donna.nielsen@hotmail.com 

S c h e d u l e  o f  E v e n t s  

March 21 - First Communion Class 

March 28 - Palm Sunday 

April 1 - Maundy Thursday 

April 2 - Good Friday 

April 4 - Easter  

 

605 Parkway Ave.  
PO Box 188  
Eagle Lake, MN 56024 

Church: 507-257-3156 
Pastor Ronald Myers: 507-440-4503 
Email: ronalddmyers@yahoo.com 
www.epiphanyeaglelake.com 
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Daylight Savings  
 

Remember...daylight savings goes into effect on March 14.  
Set your clocks ahead 1 hour.  


