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“Growing in faith through God’s grace.”  

Sunday Worship  
9:00 a.m. 

 

View Online Worship  
on Facebook or the  
Epiphany webpage 

Tune your FM radio to 88.1 
 

 If you remain in your car. You can roll down your windows. 

 You may sit outside your car with a face mask and observing physical 
distancing 

 The building will not be open to the public. 

 Bathrooms are available. Please use the preschool entrance. 

 A box will be available at the driveway to deposit your offering. 

 We will not be using wine or grape juice for communion. 

 We will still worship in the parking lot during rain. You can still hear 
over the radio, but worship leaders will be inside. 

 We will not have community time following worship. 

 When worship is complete  a parking lot attendant will direct  traffic 
to clear the parking lot.   

 

 Thank you to the worship committee for planning this safer worship  
  opportunity, to those who donated to our sound system fund which   made 
the technology available, and to the Overholser family for the Thrivent 
action grant used to help us publicize our worship event. 

WORSHIP 



P a s t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e  

   Part of what I love about being the pastor at Epiphany is 
our core value of caring for children and youth. The most 
visible way your passion is lived is through Star Light 
Early Learning Center.  You have made a significant 
investment of time, space, finances and prayer to see this 
ministry flourish.  For more than 25 years this 
congregation has made it a priority to make sure that 
children in Eagle Lake are ready to attend kindergarten, 
and that they have the foundation of faith to carry them 
through life.  You have done this for kids who are 
members of Epiphany, for those with no church home and 
for those who worship elsewhere.  Where a kid is on 
Sunday morning is far less important to you than knowing 
that Epiphany has provided a foundation of faith for a 
student’s future.  I am proud to be a part of this tradition at 
Epiphany. 
   When I step into the classroom to visit our kids, I know 
they feel loved in this place.  The kids know that Star Light 
is their school, and that Epiphany is their church even if 
then worship somewhere else on Sunday morning.  To 
these kids I am their pastor!  That is a privilege that I 
absolutely do not take for granted.  These kids love to tell 
me about their vacations, their pets, and their families.  
They tell me when they are sad because a grandparent is 
sick, when they are excited about the birth of a new 
sibling, or when they get in trouble at home, but they know 
they are forgiven.  When we meet for chapel on 
Wednesday mornings our students are excited to hear 
stories about Jesus and they have become friends with 
Squiggles the character in our Spark Story Bibles which 
helps them understand the emotions of the story.  When 
each student graduates from Star Light Early Learning 
Center they receive one of the Spark Story Bibles as a gift 
from the congregation, and they are excited to take these 
stories with them as they move to kindergarten. 
   Over the past year the board of Epiphany Preschool 
worked diligently to understand how to ensure that 
Epiphany’s mission to teach these youngest members of 
our community about Jesus continues far into the future.  It 
has been a long journey including a name change to Star 
Light Early Learning Center and expanding our services to 
include toddler care.  Now more than a year later, our 
classrooms have been remodeled and decorated, that’s the 
stuff that is easy to see.  In addition, our Star Light Board, 
Board President Jane Carter and Director Amber Preston 
have spent countless hours of unseen work navigating rules 
and regulations, filing paperwork, and ensuring that all our 
facilities meet state standards.  All the work will soon 
payoff.  On July 15 we held a ribbon cutting for the center 
with our new name and unveiled our space for the 
community.  We hope to have students in the new room at 
the beginning of September. 

   I am so glad that the people of Epiphany chose to 
serve our neighbors trusting that somehow God 
would provide, because this community exists to 
share our faith with others.  Through the toddler room 
more families than ever before will experience God’s 
grace, and a new generation of children will be rooted 
in God’s love.  We are creating a foundation that will 
serve these families throughout their whole lives.   
   I look forward to meeting toddlers and their 
families in the coming months, learning new names, 
watching as they gain confidence in their words and 
grow into a world surrounded everyday with God’s 
love.  I look forward to story time from our simpler 
Frolic Story Bible, and celebrating when these young 
ones graduate from the toddler room to the preschool 
room.  I look forward to becoming pastor to a whole 
new group of people in our community.  And I 
celebrate with you this new moment in the life of 
Epiphany Lutheran Church, as our mission grows just 
a little bit larger, as we touch the lives of just a few 
more people, as we grow in our faith through God’s 
grace by serving our community through the creation 
of Star Light Early Learning Center!  
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Living our Values 

Celebrate our Congregation Sunday! 
August 2, 2020 
 
   Wear you Epiphany logo wear to church on Sun-
day, August  2 to show  your love for Epiphany.  The 
summer is getting hot, so its time for t-shirts and 
shorts!  If you have vintage Epiphany logo wear 
don’t be afraid to show it off.  If you don’t have 
Epiphany shirts you might have a Thrivent shirt, it’s 
the next best thing.  We might still have some of 
those available for free.  Send Pastor Myers a email 
with your size and he will check for you.   
   During worship we will sing the Epiphany Hymn, 
and read part of our charter to remember who we are 
as a congregation and where we came from.  If you 
haven’t already picked up an Epiphany yard sign you 
can grab one to proudly display at your home to let 
your neighbors know you are an Epiphany family!   
We hope you will join us to celebrate the wonderful 
Epiphany community! 
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Registration forms for Star Light Early 
Learning Center can be found at:  
www.starlightearlylearningcenter.com 

Introducing Hollie Smith, our 

newest Teacher and Staff Member:  

 

Hello! I am a child of God, a wife, a 

mom and a fur baby mother. My 

husband, son and I live in Good 

Thunder. Our son just graduated 

from Maple River High School and 

has plans to join the Navy.  

This is my second career. I started out working with 

adults and children with special needs. I have a 

certificate in Human Services and worked for 25 years 

in this field. I was able to be a part of some amazing 

people’s lives. 

I went back to school to obtain my degree in Early 

Childhood Education. I love spending time with the 

little ones! Their fresh look at everything makes every 

day a learning experience. Their ability to experience 

the love of God in all things continues to amaze me 

every day.  

Thank you for giving me this opportunity and thank you 

for entrusting your child to our care.  

   We have built our way through our Construction Zone 

and we have had magical adventures during Fairy Tales 

and Nursery Rhymes. We wished everyone a Happy 

Fourth of July and decorated with red, white and blue. 

We are now deep sea diving and exploring with our 

theme of Ocean, Boats, Pirates and Treasure. We 

continue to play outside when the weather permits and 

have had some fun running through the sprinkler to cool 

off. Our last theme for the summer will be an Author 

Study on Eric Carle. Summer care ends on September 

4th and our “school year” will begin on September 10th 

after Labor Day and two teacher work days.  

   We thank Duane Anderson and John Hobbs for all of 

their work and volunteer hours they have put into 

renovating space and getting it ready for our Toddlers 

and staff. It looks great and we are ready to share it with 

friends! We celebrated this occasion on July 15th with a 

Ribbon Cutting.  

   We are taking applications for registration in both our 

Preschool and Toddler Classrooms. Registration forms 

can be found online at our new website: 

www.starlightearlylearningcenter.com. You may also 

call Star Light Early Learning Center to schedule a tour 

with Amber Preston, the Director, at 507-257-3502. Tell 

your family, friends and neighbors!  

Amber Preston, Director 

Director Amber Preston and Pastor Ronald Myers cut the 
ribbon to open Star Light Early Learning Center along with 

Representatives of Greater Mankato Growth  
and Eagle Lake Mayor Tim Auringer. 

http://www.starlightearlylearningcenter.com
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P r a y e r s  

Members of our church family battling cancer:  
Sue Nasinec, Dorothy Kapfer, Gloria Ideker 

All who serve in our military including: 
Regan Geving, grandson of Larry and Bernita serving 
in the Navy 
 

Garrison Pfeffer serving in the Air Force  

Christian sympathy to the Madden family who grieve 
the death of Lorraine Hill, Jacki’s grandmother.        
Lorraine died on July 16 and her funeral is on July 18.  
 
Christian sympathy to the Johnson family who grieve 
the death of Leslie Jensen, Heidi’s grandfather.      
Leslie died on May 25 at the age of 102. 

Dorthy Zeissneiss, Pastor Myers grandmother 

Ralph Buesing  

Neil Westby 

Lue Arndt 

Warren Schueneman, brother-in-law of Katy Schueneman 

and Debbie Weckman’s uncle 

Henry Hansen, nephew of Deb Lawson 

Wyatt, great nephew of Linda Kiecker 

Brooke Resner, granddaughter of Katy Schueneman and 

Debbie Weckman’s niece 

Chris Price, friend of Winnis Buesing 

Craig Kapfer, son of Dorothy Kapfer 

Mark Buesing, nephew of Ralph and Winnis 

Kristian Peter, Edstrom’s great nephew 

Barb Youell, sister of Marylss Johnson  

Patrick, Eagle Lake resident 

Barb, Joann Meyer’s aunt  

P r a i s e  

  The Ribbon Cutting ceremony for Star Light Early 
Learning Center held on Wednesday, July 15. 
Thanks to our teachers, board members, Duane 
Anderson, John Hobbs, Pastor Myers, Epiphany 
church members, representatives from Greater 
Mankato Growth, Southern Minnesota Initiative 
Foundation, and the City of Eagle Lake for making 
this a special celebration. 

  Ashtyn and Michael Sorensen for helping with 
Vacation Bible School.  

  Duane Anderson for digging the fence posts for the 
toddler playground. . 

  SPX for installing our new church sign.  
  KEYC News for featuring Star Light Early 

Learning Center in a news story. 
  Dave Overholser and Amy Ely for the use of their 

trucks for worship. 
  The Fisher’s for helping Pastor create a story telling 

for VBS. 
  Angela Chatleain for painting our VBS game board 

on the parking lot.  
  Jacki Madden for organizing and creating the VBS 

craft projects. 
  Deb Lawson for distributing the Parking Lot 

Church signs around the Eagle Lake community. 
  John Hobbs and Duane Anderson for their work on 

the toddler room.  
 Our worship committee for organizing our Parking 

Lot worship. 
 Lisa Murphy, the Singing Cowgirl, for providing 

special music at worship on June 14. 
 High School graduates including Morgan Brooks, 

Gabe Holland, Allison Madden, and Shelby Mastin.  
 The Singing Cowgirl, Lisa Murphy, who provided 

us with special music on June 14th.  
  Dennis Hallaway for his dedication to care for our 

church lawn. 

Building Fund 
In memory of Leslie Jensen 
Given by Audrey Rieck 
 
Youth Fund 
In memory of  Leslie Jensen 
Given by Ann Stensrud 
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2020 Church Council  
 

President: Jacki Madden  507-931-1243  
 jackimadden07@gmail.com 
 

Vice President  Heidi Johnson 507-461-6957 
 hmbartelt0717@gmail.com 
   

Treasurer: Dave Overholser  257-3417 
 dboverho@gmail.com 
 
 

Secretary:  Sue Edstrom 507-317-4672 
 skedstrom@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Ronald Myers  507-257-3156 
 ronalddmyers@yahoo.com  
 
 

 Duane Anderson    507-381-8577  
 duanea4@gmail.com 
 

 Winnis Buesing  507-995-0725 
 winnis@hickorytech.net 
 

 Deb Lawson   507-351-3822 
 debbrits@yahoo.com 
 

 John Nasinec    507-257-3135  
 smnjn@yahoo.com 
 

 Tom Wellner   507-625-3577 
 carandkids@chartermi.net 

Little Pantry 
 

   The Epiphany Little Pantry is 
an outreach ministry we are 
proud of!  Our members and 
many from the Eagle Lake 
community have been generous to ensure that everyone 
in our community has enough during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  There is a deck box near the front door as a way 
to collect larger donations that do not fit in the pantry.   

These are some items that we are in need of to re-stock 
our pantry.  

Plain white or brown rice  

Canned green peas 

Jelly (in plastic jars-we are not able to use glass during 

the hot summer months) 

Cereal 

Pasta sauces (in plastic jars - we are not able to use glass 

during the hot summer months) 

Canned pasta (i.e. Chef Boy-r-Dee) 

Pancake mix 

Pancake syrup 

Peanut Butter 

Snack items 

Personal hygiene products -  bar soap, deodorant, tooth-

brushes, shampoo/conditioner 

Financial Report as of  May 31, 2020  

 

General Fund  
 For the Month: 
   Beginning Balance 5/1/2020  $2,211 
     Monthly Receipts  9,946 
    Monthly Expenses  (10,785) 
 Ending Balance 5/31/2020  1,372 
 

 Year to Date: 
 Beg Balance 1/1/2020     $1,140 
   Year-to-date Receipts  54,925 
   Year-to-date Expenses  (54,694) 
 Ending Balance 5/31/2020  1,372 
 

Mortgage Fund 
 Beginning Balance 5/1/2020  $3,403    
   Income   $2,160 
       Expenses  (2,551) 
 Ending Balance 5/31/2020  3,012 
 

 Year-to-date Receipts  $14,202 
 Year-to-date Expenses  (14,593) 

Financial Report as of  June 30, 2020  

 

General Fund  
 For the Month: 
   Beginning Balance 6/1/2020  $1,372 
     Monthly Receipts  11,459 
    Monthly Expenses  (9,648) 
 Ending Balance 6/30/2020  3,182 
 

 Year to Date: 
 Beg Balance 1/1/2020     $1,140 
   Year-to-date Receipts  66,384 
   Year-to-date Expenses  (64,342) 
 Ending Balance 6/30/2020  3,182 
 

Mortgage Fund 
 Beginning Balance 6/1/2020  $3,012    
   Income   $2,151 
       Expenses  (910) 
 Ending Balance 6/30/2020  4,253 
 

 Year-to-date Receipts  $16,353 
 Year-to-date Expenses  (15,503) 
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Church Council Summary - July 15, 2020     
 

Members Present:  Duane Anderson, Winnis Buesing,    
Sue Edstrom, Heidi Johnson, Deb Lawson, Pastor Myers, 
John Nasinec, Dave Overholser, Tom Wellner      
Members Absent:    Jacki Madden 
 

Call to Order:  6:30pm 
Devotions: Heidi Johnson      
Prayerful Preparation – Pastor Myers 
 
Agenda review – additions/changes  
Motion to approve with the addition of High School Stu-
dents on Church Council under new business:   
Sue Edstrom. Second: John Nasinec. All in favor-motion 
carried. 
 
Approval of minutes from June 8th, 2020 Council 
Meeting:  
Motion to approve: Winnis Buesing. Second: Deb Law-
son. All in favor-motion carried. 
 
Pastor report: As written. Highlights include: 
Pulpit supply for July 26th will be Becky Sullivan while 
Pastor is on vacation. 
 
Treasurer’s report        

 Financial Statement review 
See Treasurers report for details. Motion to ap-
prove:  Tom Wellner. Second: John Nasinec. All 
in favor-motion carried. 

 Approve Bills to be paid: 
Motion to approve:  Duane Anderson. Second: 
Deb Lawson.  All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Preschool-Star Light Early Learning Center: 
 

Report submitted.  Highlights include: Ribbon cutting was 
held this morning July 15 with many in attendance. In-
spection was competed and a new door needs to be in-
stalled from the Toddler room to the exterior, bids are be-
ing solicited. Alarm system was inspected and there are 
new problems with some pulls, hopefully these will be 
covered under warranty. Batteries will be replaced in the 
emergency lights by Keith Edstrom 

 
 

Property: 
 

There are 2 Mulberry trees that will need to be 
removed that overhang the playground causing a 
mess for the ground and students. There are also 
several trees that need to be removed as they are 
not healthy. Motion to approve the removal and 
allow Pastor to solicit donations for replacement 
trees: Winnis Buesing.  Second: Tom Wellner. 
All in favor-motion carried. 

 
Worship & Music Report:  Recording equip-
ment was purchased along with a tripod for live 
Facebook live feed. 

 
Evangelism: Epiphany and Star Light Early 
Learning Center will have float in the Eagle Lake 
Tator Day Parade July 18th.  No walkers are al-
lowed and no candy can be thrown this year. 

 
Covid 19 work group: Still trying to pull togeth-
er a group of 2-3 individuals backgrounds in the 
health industry, emergency preparedness and/or 
policies. 

 
Old Business: 

 VBS – is underway. It has been fun con-
necting with and having the confirmation 
students assisting with the videos.  

 Fundraising.  Discussion on have parking 
lot bingo.  Raffle will be put on hold for 
the time being.  

 
New Business: Discussion on High School age 
confirmed members being on the Church Council. 
 

Motion to adjourn:  Dave Overholser                                 
Next meeting date:  August 17, 2020, 6:30pm 
Devotions: Winnis Buesing 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Edstrom      
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Church Council Summary - June  8, 2020     
 

Members Present:  Duane Anderson, Winnis Buesing,    
Sue Edstrom, Heidi Johnson, Deb Lawson, Jacki Mad-
den, Pastor Myers, John Nasinec, Dave Overholser    
Members Absent:Tom Wellner 
 

Call to Order:  6:33pm 
Devotions: Dave Overholser     
Prayerful Preparation – Pastor Myers 
    
Agenda review – additions/changes  
Motion to approve with the addition of Raffle under 
new business:  Heidi Johnson. Second: John Nasinec.  
All in favor-motion carried 
   
Approval of minutes from May 5th, 2020 Council 
Meeting: Motion to approve: Duane Anderson. Sec-
ond: Winnis Buesing.  All in favor-motion carried. 
   
Pastor report: As written. Highlights include: 
Parking lot service went well and will make a few 
tweaks.  
 

-Lisa Murphy, The Singing Cowboy, will provide spe-
cial music at next Sunday’s service. 
 

- We may see some adjustments in the building due to 
the Star Light ELC expansion.  
 
 

-Discussion of updating the job description for the 
childcare center director.  Our constitution under 
Chapter 9 includes supervision of all schools and or-
ganizations of the congregation as one of the pastor’s 
duties.  The director is responsible to the childcare 
center board and would be under the regular direct dai-
ly supervision of the pastor.  The center director will 
have responsibility for the direct daily supervision of 
the center staff.  Motion to approve the updating of the 
childcare center job description: John Nasinec. Sec-
ond: Heidi Johnson. All in favor-motion carried. 
  
Treasurer’s report  

  Financial Statement review 
 See Treasurers report for details. Motion to ap-
prove:  Duane Anderson. Second: Heidi John-
son. All in favor-motion carried. 

 Approve Bills to be paid: 
Motion to approve:  Duane Anderson. Second: 
John Nasinec.  All in favor-motion carried. 

 

 Preschool-Star Light Early Learning Center: 
 New Hires: Motion to approve the hiring 

of Hollie Smith@ $13 per hour for the 
toddler room and Kathy Groebner @ $14 
per hour for the preschool room: Sue 
Edstrom. Second: Duane Anderson. All 
in favor-motion carried. 

 Remodel: Remodel is almost complete. 
Waiting on the arrival of cabinets then 
sink will be installed. A refrigerator had 
been donated for the toddler room. The 
toddler playground has been staked out 
and fencing should be completed next 
week. 

 Sign:  The council will cover the cost of 
updating our current sign and the child-
care center will cover the cost of their 
new sign. SPX will be notified to pro-
ceed. 

 
Worship & Music Report:  We had 56 at our 
first parking lot service.   
 
Old Business: 

 LEAD update: Some LEAD members 
have completed a 4-week on-line course. 

 Building Covid-19 policies: Building vis-
itors have been compliant with the estab-
lished procedures.  Childcare center em-
ployees are self-monitoring using safer 
choices. 

 
New Business: 

 VBS- Planning on doing a story walk uti-
lizing the council windows as pages of a 
bible story.  A craft to go will be availa-
ble and discussing using the parking lot 
as a game board.  Starts June 22nd. 

 Raffle – Tentatively thinking of having 
another fund-raising raffle in November. 

 
Motion to adjourn:  Deb Lawson                                 
Next meeting date:  July 15, 2020, 6:30pm 
Devotions: Heidi Johnson 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Edstrom    



NEWS DEADLINE 
Sunday Bulletin: Noon on Wednesday                 
Newsletter: The 15th of the month 
 

Editor: Donna Nielsen 
Email: donna.nielsen@hotmail.com 

Join us for ‘drive-up’ church 
Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. 

 
Worship services can also be viewed on Facebook 

or online at www.epiphanyeaglelake.com 

605 Parkway Ave.  
PO Box 188  
Eagle Lake, MN 56024 

Church: 507-257-3156 
Pastor Ronald Myers: 507-440-4503 
Email: ronalddmyers@yahoo.com 
www.epiphanyeaglelake.com 
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