
E p i p h a n y  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

                              “Growing in faith through God’s grace.”  

Epiphany Lutheran Church 

Eagle Lake, Minnesota 

2020 Annual Report 

Annual Meeting 
January 31, 2021 ~ 9:30 a.m. 

 

 Join us for worship and stay for a short meeting. 

 Our only items of business are elections and adopting a budget. 

 Coffee and cookies will be available to take to your car. 

 Meeting will be broadcast over the FM transmitter. 

 A separate Facebook live event will show the meeting for information only.  

Facebook comments will not be monitored during the meeting and follow-

ing the rules of our constitution, those watching are not able to vote.  

 Read the report and send questions in advance to: 

Pastor Myers: ronalddmyers@yahoo.com 

or Jacki Madden: jackimadden07@gmail.com 

 Information will be available at the meeting for texting or calling  

your questions in from the car. A microphone will also be available in the 

parking lot for questions and comments. 

 President, Jacki Madden, and Pastor Myers will be in the entryway for the 

building. Secretary, Sue Edstrom will be inside taking notes.  Treasurer, 

Dave Overholser will be in the parking lot and will give our financial report. 

 We remain in the parking lot for the meeting so that those who have medi-

cal concerns with entering the building are not excluded from the meeting. 

 Thank you for remaining flexible and extending grace as we figure out de-

tails and work for the common good. 



A g e n d a  &  Ta b l e  o f  C o n t e n t s   

2020 Annual Meeting Agenda 

Opening Prayer …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Pastor Ronald Myers 

Call to Order …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Jacki Madden, President 

Approval of Agenda….. ……………………………………………………………………………………………….Jacki Madden, President 

Introductions (Parliamentarian/Council Members) . …………………………………………………………….Jacki Madden, President 

Pastor’s Report …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Pastor Ronald Myers 

Secretary’s Report…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Sue Edstrom 

Treasurer’s Report ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Dave Overholser 

Audit Committee Report Not yet complete 

Presentation of the 2020 Budget ……………………………………………………………………………………Jacki Madden, President 

Presentation of the Ballot……………………………………………………………………………………………………….Jacki Madden, President 

Elections………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Jacki Madden, President 

    Church Council 

    Offering Counters 

    Nominating Committee 

    Financial Secretary 

Committee Reports……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Council Members 

Old Business…………………………………………………………………………………………………………... Jacki Madden, President 

New Business…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Jacki Madden, President 

Announcement of Election Results…………………………………………………………………………………Jacki Madden, President 

Adjournment…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Jacki Madden, President 

Lord’s Prayer………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...Pastor Ronald Myers 
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When something ends, it seems human nature to think back to the beginning.  As my year as your Council President 
winds down, I find myself thinking back over the last 12 months and the years before that when I served as a council 
member.  I am so glad that my family had been part of Epiphany since 1998 and that I had council experience before this 
year.  Knowing Epiphany before COVID, allowed me to better serve in a year where we have learned to “do church” in 
new ways. 
 
If you have never served on council, I highly encourage it. The last four years have allowed me to work with a wide 
range of individuals.  Some were a lot like me, others very different, but we came together each month in faith to com-
bine our strengths to make decisions for Epiphany.  Not every council meeting was easy, council members didn’t always 
agree, but I never left a meeting feeling hurt or unsupported.  And even after a meeting where council members didn’t 
agree and hard decisions were made, we came back together the following month with smiles, laughter, and the contin-
ued desire to allow God to show himself through our actions.  I knew within my first few weeks serving as your Council 
President, that I wouldn’t be unsupported.  My first “official 'Council President business was canceling church.  Pastor 
Myers was out of town and a snowstorm was on its way.  Thank you to everyone who supported me and helped with all 
the needed details.  It was early morning, in the dark, with my phone in my hand that I knew I would have all the support 
I needed to serve as your Council President.  If you have ever thought about joining Epiphany’s Church Council, please 
come talk to me to find out more. 
 
Thank you to fellow council members, past and present.  Your hard work, willingness to serve, dedication, and belief 
that Epiphany can be more tomorrow than it is today, did not go unnoticed.  Pastor Myers, your passion for Epiphany 
shows in all you do.  Your creativity and willingness to try new things allowed Epiphany to continue to “do church” in 
new ways, during COVID.  Thank you for your friendship and enthusiasm.  To everyone else that supports Epiphany in 
any way, thank you.  It is you that ensure Epiphany will continue to show God’s love within our walls, in our parking 
lot, in our community, and in our world. 
 
I pray for your continued faithfulness. 
 
Growing in faith through God’s grace 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jacki Madden, Epiphany Lutheran Church Council President. 
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Part of the work that Epiphany has done with Living Everyday As Disciples (LEAD) program has been to look at the 
world with a learner mindset. That means looking at the challenges and struggles of life with curiosity and hope ra-
ther than despair and judgment. 2020 was a year that has challenged anyone who tries to live with a learner mindset, 
but it is possible. As I reflect with curiosity and gratitude for this past year I have some thoughts I would like to share 
with you. 
 
Personally 2020 was a year of grief with the death of my mother-in-law, aunt, and grandmother. I am grateful for the 
prayers and support I have received from Epiphany in the midst of these deaths. I am grateful for the grace I was giv-
en to attend to the final months of life for my mother-in-law and the understanding I received as I came back to 
work. This year has given me many insights to life in the midst of grief and deepened my empathy for those experi-
encing loss. 
 
Professionally, I have been amazed at the ability of our community to adapt and reimagine ministry in the face of 
COVID. We have many members who truly exhibited a learner mindset. Instead of focusing on anger and frustration 
and blaming others for a difficult situation, our leaders approached this year with curiosity. What can we do? What is 
the most important thing our community offers? What is possible? How can we be community? What is important in 
worship, and how can we offer that? What resources do we have available to us? What does our community need 
right now? 
 
By asking those important questions we remained a source of hope and support for our congregation. When other 
congregations turned in on themselves and ultimately turned on one another, our congregation continued to serve our 
community and grow in faith through God’s Grace. We have missed seeing one another on a weekly basis, we have 
grieved the inability to keep our traditions and rituals, and with creativity and a spirit of adventure we have watched 
what God has done in our midst. 
 
I wonder how our congregation will continue to be changed through our experiences of 2020? Have there been some 
new traditions we want to keep? Will summer parking lot worship be something we want to revisit? What about out-
door confirmation?  Will family work weekends in our tree line be an annual thing? How much more will be appreci-
ate our Sunday gatherings in the sanctuary? How will our relationship to our building change? 
 
I am hopeful that we continue into this new year with that learner’s mindset. I am grateful for the generosity and 
kindness of the Epiphany community and I look forward to the new experiences that this coming year will bring. 
 
 Yours in Christ,  
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Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings and Funerals 
 

2020 Pastoral Acts  
  

 
Baptisms 
 
September 9, 2020  Rydan Winter 
  
  
Confirmations  
  
Austin Fisher  
 
Gavin Madden  
  
 
Marriages 
  
October 16, 2020  Amy Lange and Samuel Mathis 
 
November 20, 2020   Katelyn Hall and Storm Schwichtenberg  
 
 

Funeral 

Dean Mosher  January 19, 2020  
 
 
 Interment 

Debra Wiens - May 22, 2020 
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  Baptized Confirmed 

1. Membership as of 12/31/2019 266 209 

   

2.  Membership Received during 2020         

      a.  By Baptism:  Children 14 and under                                                  

      b.  By Baptism:  Adults 15 and over                                                        

      c.  By Affirmation of Baptism                                                                    

      d.  By Transfer from ELCA congregations                                                 

      e.  By Transfer from other Lutheran congregations  

      f.   By Transfer from non-Lutheran congregations      

      g.  Statistical Adjustments     

   

1 
 
 
 
4 
 

 
 
 
 
3 
 

3.  Baptized youth who were confirmed in 2020  2 

   

4.  Total Members Received during 2020 5 5 

   

5. Members Removed during 2020 
      a.  By Death       

      b.  By Transfer to ELCA congregations              

      c.  By Transfer to other Lutheran congregations 

      d.  By Transfer to non-Lutheran congregations   

      e.  Statistical adjustment/other            
 

 Statistical adjustment reflects members removed by request or for 
inactive status 

 
1 
2 
 
 
 
1 

 
1 
2 
 
 
 
1 
 

          Total Members Removed in 2020 4 1 

   

6.  Membership as of December 31, 2020       267 210 

   

7.  Worship Attendance ** 
      a.   Average Weekly Worship Attendance    
            Average Special Worship Attendance (Lent, Holy Week)  

 
68 
N/A 
 

 

      b. Total number of worship services this year   
          Number of Households in Membership    
 
**Worship attendance statistics reflect January - March 2020 
 in-person worship only 

11 worship services 
106 families 

 

   

Received into Membership: Jason, Samantha, Rydan Winter, Kaleb Diel, and Matt Anderson 
 
Transfers: Greg and Geri Brandt  
 
Death:  Dean Mosher  January 14, 2020 
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Epiphany Lutheran Church 
Minutes of Annual Congregational Meeting – January 26, 2020 

 
Members Present: Duane Anderson, Winnis Buesing, Sue Edstrom, Amy Ely, Heidi Johnson, Deb Lawson   
Dave Overholser, Pastor Myers, Tom Wellner 
 

Members Absent: Jacki Madden     
 

Call to order:  10:16am 
 

Motion to approve the agenda: Linda Arndt. Second: Linda Kiecker.  All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Current Member Introductions 
 

Pastor’s Report on page 4 of the Annual Meeting handout.  A thank you to outgoing Council President Amy Ely 
for her dedicated service. 
 

Approval of Annual Meeting January 2019 Minutes: 
Motion to approve:  Susan Nasinec. Second: Thomas Wellner. All in favor-motions carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Dave Overholser   
 

Motion to approve: Tracy Enz. Second:  Linda Arndt. All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Audit Report: Church audits were completed by Carol Regnier  and Ann Stensrud and found to be in 
compliance. 
 

2019 Budget as reviewed. Dave Overholser  
 Increase Pastor Myers salary by 1%  

Motion to approve 2020 budget: John Nasinec. Second: Linda Kiecker. All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Ballot: 
 Church Council: Sue Edstrom, John Nasinec. No additional nominees brought forth for council.  
 Financial Secretary: Donna Nielsen. 
 Offering counters: Amy Ely, Ann Stensrud, Colleen Hall John Nasinec-substitutes                         
 Nomination Committee:  Amy Ely, Joe Fisher. 
 Preschool Board: Jane Carter – President, Susan Brunz-treasurer, Vickie Huebl-secretary, Lisa Nagel, 

Jessica Kruse, Carissa Drummer, Winnis Buesing, Pastor Myers.  
 

New Business: 
 Motion from the Epiphany Preschool Board that Epiphany Lutheran Church dedicate all classroom space 

in the education wing east of the security doors for childcare supervised by the Epiphany Preschool 
board. And to authorize the Epiphany Board to remodel this space as needed including the removal of 
walls between existing classrooms and the addition of an age appropriate playground on the east exterior 
of the church building with all renovations and additions to be in compliance with state regulations for 
child care centers. Second: Lisa Nagel. 
 Paper ballots were distributed and counted by Heidi Johnson and Deb Lawson. 43 votes yes and 3 votes 
no.  Motion carried. 
 

Motion to Adjourn: Heidi Johnson. Second: Sue Nasinec. All in favor , motion carr ied. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Edstrom 
Council Secretary 
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 2021 Church Council Nominees (Elect 9)  Returning Council Members 

         

 Kari Severson  (1
st
 yr of 1

st
 term)  John Nasinec  (2nd yr of 1

st
 term) 

 Becky Overholser  (1
st
 yr of 1

st
 term)     

 Katie Sieberg  (1
st
 yr of 1

st
 term)     

 Michael Sorensen  (1
st
 yr of 1

st
 term)  Outgoing Council Members 

 Duane Anderson  (1
st
 year of 2

nd
term)  Jacki Madden   

 Heidi Johnson  (1
st
 year of 2

nd
term)  Sue Edstrom   

 Winnis Buesing  (1st year of 2ndterm)  Deb Lawson   

      Dave Overholser 

      Tom Wellner 

 

 

2021 Financial Secretary    

 Donna Nielsen        

 

  

  

2021 Offering Counter Nominees (Elect 4)  Returning Offering Counters 

         

 Tricia Purrier  (1
st
 yr of 1

st
 Term)  Adam Johnson  (2

nd
  yr of 2

nd
 term) 

   (1
st
 yr of 1

st
 Term)   Jacki Madden  (2

nd
  yr of 2

nd
 term) 

      Amy Ely  (2
nd

 yr of 1
st
 term) 

      Ann Stensrud  (2nd yr of 1st term) 

         

 Susan Brunz  (substitute)   Outgoing Offering Counters 

       

      Amber Preston   

      Linda Arndt   

      Katie Sieberg   

    Sarah Weber   

 

 

2021 Nominating Committee (Elect 3)   Outgoing Nominating Committee  

      Amy Ely   

      Joe Fisher   

 2021 Preschool Board      

  Jane Carter - Chair               

  Susan Brunz - Treasurer               

  Vickie Huebl – Secretary               

  Lisa Nagel               

  Jessica Krause               

  Carissa Drummer               

  Winnis Buesing               

  Elida Ascencio               

 Pastor Myers        
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Worship and Music  

Worship is a unifying event in the life of a congregation. It is the one time when all members join together in a common 
purpose—to worship and give thanks and praise to God. The Worship Committee serves in helping to create an atmos-
phere conducive to reverent and rewarding worship and to enhance the worship experience. This was a challenging year 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Starting in March, because of mandates and safety, we could not be in the church. 
It was not business as usual. This year we didn’t have all the different activities the committee normally would be work-
ing with. Many activities had to be considered and cancelled. Such as, the church alter would not be stripped after Maun-
dy Thursday worship, decorating for Palm Sunday and Easter, ordering and arranging the memorial flower arrangements 
for Easter or Christmas, sharing in breakfast service during Reformation Sunday worship, having the annual raffle draw-
ing, tail gating and multiple family campfire nights, and preparing and serving food for spring and fall scrapbooking. 
Outside groups, such as Boy Scouts, quilting and scrapbooking could not be held within the building.  

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world.” —John 16:33  

You would think we would have worked less because of cancelled activities. However, worship service and doing the 
Lord’s work as best as we could, was our focus and we worked harder than ever trying to figure out creative ways in 
how to worship safely and offer hope by bringing the Lords work into focus and in serving the Lord and the community. 
There were no regular scheduled monthly meetings for the worship and music committee. Instead, we met multiple times 
discussing and finding ways to be able to worship and hear the Lord’s word. Even finding ways for meetings was chal-
lenging. The worship and music committee met by way of Zoom, and in person, with social distancing and masks. We 
discussed creative ways to come together in worship and still stay safe with social distancing. The committee decided the 
safest way to have worship was in the parking lot, and broadcast worship service on social media. We used the $250 
Thrivent Grant towards purchasing a new sound system for broadcasting, a tripod and an FM transmitter for the sound to 
be heard over car radios during parking lot worship. We purchased new, more stable legs for the new keyboard and up-
graded our music license so we could broadcast music during service. Signs were purchased announcing car drive in ser-
vice. Through sun, rain or snow, we set up every Sunday. We used the bed of a truck for Pastor Myers to be on. During 
inclement weather, we set up inside the entryway of the church. The worship and music committee would greet and wel-
come the congregation as they drove into the parking lot. Bulletins and baggies with bread for communion were handed 
out, offerings were taken, and food accepted for the little pantry. The little pantry was heavily used as there were so 
many people in need, within the community. And the congregation and community were very generous in their dona-
tions. In October, we prepared the sanctuary for safe indoor worship, weddings and funerals. However, because of a 
surge in the pandemic, we quickly reverted back to parking lot worship. Christmas was made uniquely different and spe-
cial. Using a Thrivent Grant, the inside and the outside of the church was decorated. Pastor prerecorded a special service. 
Many volunteered to do videos of devotions and stories. Welcome to Christmas packages were made to hand out. Four 
quilts were raffled off during advent. And hot cocoa, cider and cookies were enjoyed during worship. Ending the year 
with hope, love, peace and joy.  

We are growing in faith through God’s Grace.  

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and with my song I 
give thanks to him.” —Psalm 28:7  

Respectively submitted, Deb Lawson  
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Education and Youth  
 

The 2020 Sunday school year ended abruptly in March due to COVID-19.  Pastor Myers continued to provide Confirma-
tion through Zoom, but Sunday education has taken a sabbatical. With the help of a Thrivent Action Grant the congrega-
tion provided “Story Walk” Vacation Bible School. Every two weeks through the summer we encountered a new story.  
Pages of the Spark Story Bible were posted in the windows of the church for families to visit and read. The stories were 
also read on-line in a private Facebook group.  Each member of the family was also encouraged to pick-up an activity 
packet from the deck box at the church.  These packages were created by the Madden family.  They were also invited to 
play a game on the life size game board painted on the parking lot by the Chatleain family.   
 
COVID-19 also canceled the 2020 mission trip plans.  Over the summer students were able to gather at church for 
“Lumberjack camp” where they served our congregation by working to clean-up the tree line on our property. Fall con-
firmation also resumed in-person, but with rising cases of COVID, when schools moved to distance learning, so did con-
firmation classes. 
 
We are grateful for the families who continue to share their faith with one another at home, and we look forward to find-
ing new and creative ways to continue to encourage our youngest members to Grow in faith through God’s grace. 

 

Property 
  

While our worshiping community was absent from inside the Epiphany building most of 2020, many projects inside and 
out were competed.  We are incredibly thankful for the financial generosity that allowed us to complete major projects 
this year.  We are also grateful for the time and skill given by so many to do most of our smaller projects with volunteer 
labor.  As our building continues to age, there will be more projects in our future.  The building property committee is 
always looking for willing hands.  If you have some time to work on a project a list of needs is on the bulletin board in 
the entryway.   
 

 Empowered members to complete small projects around the building 

 Replaced Roof of main building and storage sheds following hail damage 

 Replaced community room and entrance/office furnaces 

 Installed New Star Light Early Learning center sign on front lawn 

 Maintained lawn and parking lot 

 Serviced furnaces 

 Maintained fire alarm system 

 Replaced faucets in bathrooms 

 Removed dying and dangerous trees 

 Remodeled classroom space to accommodate new toddler room for care center 

 Added external fire door for toddler room 

  Replaced numerous light bulbs and ballasts 
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Evangelism and Outreach  
 

The Church is not closed! The church is the people of God sharing love with one another and Epiphany has done that 
work all year with the help of the Evangelism and Outreach Committee, consisting of Amber Preston, Amy Ely, Sue Na-
sinec and Katie Sieberg, here are some examples of what we have done: 
 
•  The Little Pantry has celebrated two years of helping our neighbors. At the beginning of the COVID-19 shut down, 

we added a deck box to respond to the overwhelming generosity of our congregation and neighbors. Thank you to 
the Fisher family for monitoring the pantry, letting us know what is most needed and refilling it multiple times a 
week. We appreciate your service and dedication! 

• Compassion Corner in the narthex has continued to be filled even without people in our building.  This year special 
appeals were made for hygiene products for the REACH center, and we conducted our Undies Under the Tree event 
to collect undergarments for our partners. 

• Gifts of Grace has taken a sabbatical due to COVID, but many cards and gifts from our little store have been sent out 
to members and neighbors who needed a note to brighten their day. 

• Tator Days took a new shape this year, and Epiphany was excited to participate in an extended parade.  Our float this 
year featured Star Light Early Learning Center Students singing and playing. 

• Food for friends needed to be reimagined as well in 2020.  Thanksgiving week we delivered prepackaged meals to 
the program and we have scheduled opportunities to provide catered pre-packaged meals again in 2021 

• As school returned to on-line learning our community gathered materials to make more than 100 school kits for Lu-
theran World Relief. The supplies will be assembled by confirmation students when they return to in-person classes. 

 Reverse Advent Calendars have become a favorite activity for our community.  As we counted down the days until 
Christmas members filled laundry baskets with food for our Little Pantry.  The supplies will feed many in the Eagle 
Lake area. 

 

These are just a few examples. How else can we spread the message of God’s love? What are your ideas for spreading 
love and God’s message with our neighbors?  We look forward to growing in faith together, through God’s grace. 

                                                                 Fellowship  
 

COVID-19 means that fellowship at Epiphany looked very different for most of the year. 
 

 Our 2020 Annual meeting included a catered meal and invitations signed by members and mailed to our  

community inviting them to visit Epiphany. 

 Lenten suppers were served for a couple weeks, but then canceled early in the season. 

 Zoom coffee hours were offered until worship returned to in-person in the Epiphany parking lot. 

 With the help of a Thrivent Action Grant members who worked in education and healthcare received the gift of a 

meal they didn’t need to prepare themselves. 

 Our High School graduates received their graduation towels in a special parking lot worship service filled with 

honking horns and flashing headlights. 

 Singing Cow Girl Lisa Murphy shared a concert in the parking lot 

 Meals delivered to Star Light Early Learning Center Staff during their closure due to a COVID-19 exposure. 

 A welcome home meal was delivered to families after a birth. 

 Christmas Eve Worshipers were welcomed with Christmas cookies, hot chocolate and warm apple cider served 

by the Sieberg family. 
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 Star Light Early Learning Center  
 

Members: Susan Brunz, Vickie Huebl, Lisa Nagel, Winnis Buesing, Jane Carter, Jessica Krause, Carissa Drummer, 
Elida Ascencio 
 
Staff: Amber Preston -Director/Head Teacher, Lilly Platt -Head Teacher, Kathy Groebner-Head Teacher, Rachel Panish 
-Aid, Kelly Chiet -Aid, Savanah Groebner -Substitute 
 

2020 Highlights 
 

 Remodeling completed by the volunteers Duane Anderson, John Hobbs and Jan Hobbs 

 Marketing subcommittee, lead by Lisa Nagel, established the new name and branding strategies as well as mar-

keting ideas that we were not able to use during the pandemic, but will be used in the future 

 License approval for the care of 20 preschool children [ages 36 months to 5 years old] 

 License approval for the care of 14 toddler children [ages 18 months to 36 months] 

 Received grants for $13,000 to assist with expansion 

 Received COVID federal and state funding to assist with extra expenses for staffing and cleaning supplies due to 

lower enrollments and state mandate recommendations during the public health crisis 

 Stayed flexible during the ever changing rules and enrollments 

 Many thanks to parent Jessica Krause for her service on the board for 4 years 

 
It has been a busy and stressful year for everyone. Some meetings were conducted by Zoom and others in person with 
masks. New experiences for all of us. 
 
Finally I want to thank our wonderful staff, dedicated board members, Pastor Ronald Myers for his guidance and persis-
tence, and the many volunteers who have worked tirelessly this past unusual year. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jane Carter, Board Chair 
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General Fund 
In memory of Helen Hrdlicka 
Given by Linda Kiecker 
 
Building Fund 
In memory of Katie Westin’s grandmother 
Given by Audrey Rieck 
 

In memory of Drew Gretz 
Given by Mike and Linda Arndt 
 

In memory of Dorthy Zeissneiss 
Given by Audrey Rieck 
 

Memorials 
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Christmas Memorials for Video Equipment  
 
In Memory of 
Our parents ~ given by Ralph and Winnis Buesing 

Larry Krueger, JoAnne Johnson, and our parents  ~ given by Gary and Sandy Johnson  

Ray and Irma Brunz ~ given by Bob and Susan Brunz 

Barbara Enz ~ given by James Enz and Tracy Enz 

Tim Johnson ~ given by Adam Johnson family 

Chuck Schueneman ~ given by Katy Schueneman and family 

My parents ~ given by Linda Kiecker 

Dennis Rieck ~ given by Audrey Rieck 

Andrew “Drew” Gretz ~ given by Jim Enz and Tracy Enz 

Keith Robert Oachs and Hannah Lynn Oachs ~ given by Tootie Oachs 

 
In Honor of 
Larry and Sonja Turner ~ given by Bob and Susan Brunz 

Our grandchildren Charlie, Leo, Audrey and Lainey ~ given by Bob and Susan Brunz 

My children and grandchildren ~ given by Audrey Rieck 

My son and family ~ given by Linda Kiecker 

Greg and Geri Brandt (Nana and Papa) ~ given by Liliana and Brandt Chatleain 

Garrison Pfeffer, Emma and John Arnold ~ given by Joel and Donna Nielsen 

Our children and grandchildren ~ given by Mike and Linda Arndt 

Our family ~ given by Mark and Vickie Huebl 

Church Council and all church staff ~ given by Laurie and Kathy Gerdes 

Star Light Early Learning Center 
In memory of Ardis Steel  
Given by Ralph and Winnis Buesing  
 

In memory of Arthur Coopoman 
Given by Ralph and Winnis Buesing  
 
Toddler Books for Star Light Early Learning Center 
 

In memory of Dorthy Zeissneiss 
Given by Linda Kiecker 
Given by Ann Stensrud 
Given by Tracy Enz, Jim Enz, Tina Marie 
 
 



P r a y e r s  

Christian sympathy to the family of Doris Fisher, Joe Fish-
er’s grandmother.  Doris died on Wednesday, January 13 
and her funeral will be held on Friday, January 22. 
 
Christian sympathy to the family of Dorthy Zeissneiss, 
Pastor Myers grandmother.  Dorthy died on Tuesday,   
December 15.   
 
Christian sympathy to the Westin family who grieve the 
death of Katie’s grandmother, Iona Rigge who died on 
Sunday December 20.  

Carol Asmus 
Ralph Buesing  
Neil Westby 
Warren Schueneman, brother -in-law of Katy Schueneman  
Henry Hansen, nephew of Deb Lawson 
Wyatt, great nephew of Linda Kiecker  
Chris Price, fr iend of Winnis Buesing 
Craig Kapfer, son of Dorothy Kapfer  
Mark Buesing, Buesing’s nephew  
Kristian Peter, Edstrom’s great nephew 
Barb Youell, sister  of Marylss Johnson  

P r a i s e  

  Our church council and Star Light Early Learning 
Center board for all their faithful work. 

 Jane Carter for her work as interim director of Star 
Light Early Learning Center. 

 Praise for our handi-person who repaired the sink 
leak in the youth room.   

 For all who have stepped forward to serve as council 
members and offering counters. Positions are still 
open - please speak with Amy Ely or Joe Fisher if 
interested in serving.  

  We are thankful to everyone who helped make 
Christmas and Advent worship so special during this 
unusual year.   

 Everyone who contributed to the 12 Days of 
Christmas devotional.  

 Thanks to the Sieberg family for being our 
refreshment crew at our Christmas Eve Parking Lot 
Worship.  Treats and welcome bags were furnished 
through a Thrivent Action Grant from Donna and 
Joel Nielsen.  

  Carol Regnier, Heidi Johnson, Linda Kiecker, Amy 
Ely and Laurie Leiferman - winners of the drawing 
for quilts. 

 Winnis Buesing, Jaylee Ely, Liliana and Brandt 
Chatleain and Michael Sorensen for sharing their 
story of generosity. 

 The Worship committee for decorating the sanctuary 
and our parking for Christmas and also for putting 
everything away.   

 The Memorial fund used to purchase a nativity.  
  Jan Lange, Keith Edstrom, Cheryl Wellner and the 

Choir for recording music for worship 
 The Eagle Lake Lions for a donation to our Little 

Pantry. 
  All who donate to the ECHO Food Shelf ~ thank 

you to Jim Enz for delivering 17 pounds of food to 
the food shelf.  

  Everyone who participated in the Reverse Advent 
project by filling a basket with supplies for the Little 
Pantry, ECHO and The Reach Center.   

 The Fisher family for sorting and organizing the 
donations received in the Advent baskets.  

 

Members of our church family battling cancer:  
Sue Nasinec, Dorothy Kapfer, Gloria Ideker 

All who serve in our military including: 
Regan Geving, grandson of Lar ry and Bernita serving in 
the Navy 
Ryan Geving, grandson of Lar ry and Bernita serving in 
the Army Reserves 
Garrison Pfeffer serving in the Air  Force  
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Emma Pfeffer and John Arnold 
were married on December 10.  
 

Congratulations Emma and John.  



Financial Report as of  November 30, 2020  
 

General Fund  
 For the Month: 
   Beginning Balance 11/1/2020  $1,524 
     Monthly Receipts  9,775 
    Monthly Expenses  (11,967) 
 Ending Balance 11/30/2020  (668) 
 

 Year to Date: 
 Beg Balance 1/1/2020     $1,140 
   Year-to-date Receipts  114,987 
   Year-to-date Expenses (116,795) 
 Ending Balance 11/30/2020  (668) 
 

Mortgage Fund 
 Beginning Balance 11/1/2020  $3,145    
   Income   $3,011 
       Expenses  (3,011) 
 Ending Balance 11/30/2020  3,145 
 

 Year-to-date Receipts  $29,836 
 Year-to-date Expenses   (30,094) 

Church Council  
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Church Council Summary - December 9, 2020 
Zoom Meeting     

 

Members Present:  Duane Anderson, Winnis Buesing,  Sue 
Edstrom, Deb Lawson, Pastor Myers, Jacki Madden, John Na-
sinec, Dave Overholser  
Members Absent:     Heidi Johnson, Tom Wellner      
 

Call to Order:  6:34pm 

Devotions: Pastor Myers     

Prayerful Preparation – Pastor Myers 
 

Agenda review – additions/changes  
Motion to approve: Sue Edstrom. Second: Deb Lawson. All in 
favor-motion carried. 
 

Approval of minutes from November 11, 2020 Council 
Meeting: Motion to approve: Winnis Buesing. Second: John 
Nasinec. All in favor-motion carried.  
 

Pastor report:  As submitted.  Highlighting the Christmas ser-
vice preparations, LEAD working on deepening our spiritual 
journey through the Advent faith stories and 12 days of Christ-
mas devotional, Preschool staffing challenges and annual meet-
ing suggestions. 
 

Treasurer’s report        
 Financial Statement review 

See Treasurers report for details. Motion to approve:  Sue 
Edstrom. Second: Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion 
carried. 

 Approve Bills to be paid with transfer of $1212.03 from 
general to building: Motion to approve:  Duane Ander-
son. Second: Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion car-
ried. 

 Motion to present recommended 2021-2022 budget with 
4% salary increase for Pastor Myers and $.25/hour in-
crease for administrative assistant position for congrega-
tional approval at the annual meeting. Sue Edstrom. Sec-
ond: Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion carried. 

 

Preschool-Star Light Early Learning Center:  
 

Report submitted.  New parent board member Elido Ascencio 
 

Motion to approve the hiring of Kelly Chiet: Deb Lawson. Sec-
ond Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion carried.  
 

Old Business: 
 Covid-19 work group - Nothing new to report.  
 

New Business:  
 Youth room sink had a leak and the cabinet has been 

damaged. Duane Anderson will take a look at it and see 
what needs to be done. 

 Epiphany Constitution Chapters 10-16 - Jacki continued 
to review these chapters. We will continue to review and 
table this for future discussion.  

 Annual Meeting will be held in the parking lot on 
January 31. Details will be worked out on how to 
accommodate this.   

 Motion to approve Pastor’s housing allowance of 
$13,000 for 2021: Deb Lawson. Second John 
Nasinec. All in favor-motion carried.  
 

Motion to adjourn:  Dave Overholser                             

Next meeting date:  January 13, 2020, 6:30pm 

Zoom Meeting 

Devotions: Pastor  Myers 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Edstrom    

Financial Report as of  December 31, 2020  
 

General Fund  
 For the Month: 
   Beginning Balance 12/1/2020  $(668) 
     Monthly Receipts  14,892 
    Monthly Expenses  (12,880) 
 Ending Balance 12/31/2020  1,344 
 

 Year to Date: 
 Beg Balance 1/1/2020     $1,140 
   Year-to-date Receipts  129,878 
   Year-to-date Expenses (129,675) 
 Ending Balance 12/31/2020  1,344 
 

Mortgage Fund 
 Beginning Balance 12/1/2020  $3,145    
   Income   $3,269 
       Expenses  (3,011) 
 Ending Balance 12/31/2020  3,403 
 

 Year-to-date Receipts  $33,105 
 Year-to-date Expenses   (33,105) 
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Church Council Summary - January 13, 2021 
 

Members Present:  Duane Anderson, Winnis Buesing,  Sue 
Edstrom, Heidi Johnson (via phone), Pastor Myers, Jacki 
Madden, John Nasinec, Dave Overholser, Tom Wellner  
Members Absent:     Deb Lawson 
 

Call to Order:  6:31pm 

Devotions: Pastor Myers     

Prayerful Preparation – Pastor Myers 
 

Agenda review – additions/changes  
Motion to approve: Tom Wellner. Second: John Nasinec. All 
in favor-motion carried. 
 

Approval of minutes from December 9, 2020 Council 
Meeting: Motion to approve: John Nasinec. Second: 
Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion carried.  
 

Pastor report:  As submitted.  Highlighting the past year and 
all that was accomplished and thanking the council for their 
service.  
 

Treasurer’s report        
 Financial Statement review 

See Treasurers report for details. Motion to approve: 
Duane Anderson. Second: Winnis Buesing. All in fa-
vor-motion carried. 

 Approve Bills to be paid with transfer of $694.16 from 
general to building: Motion to approve: Sue Edstrom.  
Second: Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion carried. 

 Motion to present updated recommended 2021-2022 
budget for congregational approval at the annual meet-
ing:  Winnis Buesing. Second: John Nasinec. All in 
favor-motion carried. 

 

Preschool-Star Light Early Learning Center:  
 

Report submitted.  Entered closed session to discuss person-
nel issues.  
 

Reopened Meeting: 
 

Motion to ratify the severance package offered by the Star 
Light Early Learning Center board to Amber Preston: Heidi 
Johnson. Second Winnis Buesing. All in favor-motion car-
ried.  
 

Motion to approve the hiring of Savanha Groebner as an as-
sistant teacher: Sue Edstrom. Second Winnis Buesing. All in 
favor-motion carried. 
 

Interviews are being held for the Director position. 

 
 

Worship: 
 Worship will continue outside through Jan-

uary. Motion to start indoor worship on 
February 7th providing the Covid-19 num-
bers do not increase: Heidi Johnson. Sec-
ond: Tom Wellner. All in favor-motion 
carried. 

 Motion to approve providing virtual 
Wednesday evening Lenten services with 
Holden Evening Prayer in place of in per-
son services: Winnis Buesing. Second: 
John Nasinec. All in favor-motion carried. 

 

Old Business:  
 The Annual meeting is still scheduled in 

the parking lot on January 31st immediately 
following the worship service.  Details are 
being finalized and procedures and reports 
will be available on our Facebook page as 
soon as available. 

 Youth room sink has been repaired. 
 Roof insurance check has been issued and 

account paid. 
 

Motion to adjourn:  Dave Overholser  
 

Next meeting date:  January 31, 2021 immedi-
ately after the annual meeting with new council 
members. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Edstrom      
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Return Service Requested 

In-door worship offered  
beginning February 7th 

 
 Plans are subject to change based on current 

COVID-19 infection rates 
 Masks are required 
 Arrive at 8:45am for worship beginning at 9am.   
 There is space for 82 people in 32 groupings.   
 Once the sanctuary is filled, over flow can be 

created in the entryway, and then in the commu-
nity room.   

 Members may worship in the parking lot. 
 Worship will be approximately 30 minutes.  
 Thank you for remaining flexible as we continue 

to serve God and protect our neighbors.  


