
January 6 

A House Blessing for Epiphany 

January 6 is the festival of Epiphany.  This is the day we celebrate the 

arrival of the Magi at the home of Mary, Joseph and the baby Jesus.  This 

gives us an opportunity to gather family and friends for a blessing of our 

homes.  This page provides a blessing you can use with your family.  Use  

Chalk to write the blessing over the door of your home.   

Start by reading the story of the Magi from Matthew 2:1-12.  (With 

smaller children consider finding the story in a bible like the Spark Story 

Bible.) 

Using  chalk write the character (left) while reading the text (right).  

When finished the inscription will look like this :20 + CMB + 21 

C Caspar,  

M Melchior, and  

B Balthasar followed the star of God’s Son  

 who cares to dwell among us 

20 two thousand 

21 and 21 years ago. 

+ Christ, bless this house,  

+ and remain with us throughout the new year. 

Pray the following 

O God, you revealed your Son to all people by the shining light of a star. 

We pray that you bless this home and all who live here with your gra-

cious presence.  May your love be our inspiration, your wisdom our 

guide, your truth our light, and your peace our benediction; through 

Christ our Lord. 

AMEN. 
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12 Days of Christmas Devotion 

Christmas Star Painting by Mark Jennings  



 Christmas blessings!  I am excited to offer this Twelve Days of 

Christmas Devotional written by our members.  The Living Everyday 

As Disciples (LEAD) team began this project to help our congregation 

deepen our faith, and to encourage our members in telling stories of 

God’s presence.   

 We invite you to begin the devotion on Christmas day.  The 

devotion ends on Epiphany, January 6 with a traditional house blessing 

to mark the arrival of the magi at the home of the Christ child.  

 We hope that as you read these reflections you learn more about 

your fellow Epiphany members, and about their trust in God.  Some of 

our members are experienced with devotions, and others found 

themselves writing about their faith for the first time.  We hope that you 

enjoy each submission as an honest window into the heart of the writer. 

Yours in Christ,  

Love’s Pure Light By Laurel Gasque 

Reflection from Debby Westby 

I do not like light - it hurts my eyes - especially when it reflects off of 
everything when I'm out driving on a sunny day. I also don't like the way 
it reminds me that I have to dust occasionally! On sunny days at home, 
Neil has to suffer through shades being down because I can't wear sun-
glasses all the time.  

However, light is important!  We need sunlight for growth, for heat, and 
for a positive mood - ha ha, for the rest of you :-)  The Light of the World 
- Jesus - is God's gracious gift to us to help us grow closer to Him. The 
Light of the World provides a way to know the warmth of His love. We 
also need the Light of World to remind us of the areas of our lives that 
need some dusting - more than just occasionally ;-)  

Have you ever been in a totally dark place - either physically or emotion-
ally? When we lived in Kentucky for a year, we visited Mammoth Cave.  
About half way through the tour, the guide asked that ALL the lights be 
turned off. It was DARK, and a little scary.  This is our world (our lives) 
without Christ.  Then the guide lit one single candle and we could see 
(and breathe) again.  It was amazing!!!   

With Christ living inside of us, we can be that single light to help others 
see Christ and His love for them.  May your little light shine for Him! 

 

"I Am The Light of the World"  by Jim Strathdee 

I am the Light of the world. You people come and follow me. 

If you follow and love you'll learn the mystery of what you were meant 
to do and be. 

 

When the song on the angels is stilled.  When the star in the sky is gone. 

When the kings and the shepherds have found their way home. 

The work of Christmas is begun.  

And Jesus said, I am the Light of the world  



January 5 

John 1:1-14  The Word Becomes Flesh 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his 
own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

Light of the World  

By Br. Mickey McGrath 
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December 25 

Isaiah 9:2-7 God promises a king 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
 on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The Flight into Egypt by Natalia Goncharova  



January 4 

Matthew 2:13-21  
The slaughter of the holy innocents- The Flight to Egypt 
 

13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 
the child, to destroy him." 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death 
of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that 
he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been 
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 18"A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream 
to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20Get up, take the child and his mother, and 
go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are 
dead. 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to 
the land of Israel.  

Reflection from Adam Johnson 

This makes me think of the journey with my ex-wife to my love of a life 
time. My ex was bound and determined to destroy our relationship and 
she didn't care what carnage she left behind. I realized in a dream I had 
to leave before she destroyed me. So I fled to my mom and dad. As I 
was there my ex tried as hard as she could to destroy me. As my life 
continued on and got better she set her sights on our kids and forced a 
wedge between them and me. That wedge still exists between one of my 
daughter's and myself. Now I have come out of hiding met my bride 
regained a relationship with two of my kids and my ex is no longer 
existent. I'm still working on my relationship with my other daughter, 
but life is still good.  

 

Reflection from Kari Severson 

As I read these verses, I immediately think of the faith we all need to 
get us through the darkness of CoVid.  The celebration of the Jesus’ 
birth gives us a reason to be thankful and provides us with a second to 
pause during a time of crisis.  Finding new ways to see our family and 
friends, celebrate our successes and attend worship is one in which our 
faith guides us through.  In some ways the rejoicing in God during this 
time and using it to take a break from our busy lives, allowing us to 
take inventory and reflect  back on what is really important.  As in the 
scripture, God’s promise will see us through.   We have the gift of take 
a minute to slow down and breathe, being thankful for the simple 
things.  We have a minute to embrace the true meaning of the Christ-
mas season and the birth of our Lord. 

The Promise By Ron DiCianni and calligrapher, Tim Botts  



December 26 

Micah 5:2-5a The king will come from Bethlehem 

 

 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
 who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
 one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
 from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
 when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
 to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
 to the ends of the earth; 
 5and he shall be the one of peace. 

Reflection from Winnis Buesing 

When I think of the Wise Men I remember that they didn’t show up un-
til about three years later after Jesus’ birth.  They came to visit Jesus be-
cause they wished to pay homage to him. The family was no longer liv-
ing in a cave but in a house.  King Herod wanted to know where Jesus 
was born but when the Wise Men learned the destination by following a 
star, they went a different way home so the King would not learn the 
location.  The three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh were greatly 
appreciated by Mary and Joseph because they were not wealthy people.  
Most likely the men were rich and traveled with servants, cooks, and 
people that took care of their animals on the trip.  We always think of 
just the three because of three gifts.  

The Wise Men showed much grace in honoring Jesus and his family and 
bringing such precious gifts.  Joseph, being a carpenter would never 
make enough money to purchase such expensive items.  On my travels 
in Israel we drove past the house the guide said Mary spent her last 
days.  It was small but very nice and well kept.  This is because of the 
grace and generosity of the Wise Men. 



January 3 

Matthew 2:1-11 Wise Men Visit Jesus 

 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem asking, "Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its ris-
ing, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Ju-
dah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall 
come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" Then Herod secretly 
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard 
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they 
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

Adoration of the Magi  

by Tai-Shan Schierenberg 

Reflection from Amber Preston 

 

(Micah was a prophet from approximately 737BC to 696BC during the 
reign of Hezekiah. He was from Moresheth, a small town in south-
western Judah. The prophet Jeremiah was active about 30 years after 
Micah and spoke of the coming Messiah, referencing Micah’s message.) 

Bethlehem is also called the city of David. Mary and Joseph had to trav-
el to Bethlehem because Joseph was her betrothed and he had to pay 
taxes for himself and his family. Bethlehem, the City of David, (that is 
King David) was the origin of Joseph’s lineage. We can find this lineage 
in Matthew 1: 1-17 and also Luke 3:23-38. 
 
In Biblical times, lineage was thought of through the father’s line and 
not the mother’s. This is important in this prophecy as it references 
Bethlehem, the City of David, where Joseph and Mary had to go to pay 
taxes. If we look at Luke Chapter 3, we find that the lineage goes all the 
way back to God the Father, whose first “son” was Adam. Adam was 
created by God with dust and His breath. If it were not for God’s “son”, 
Adam, there would not be humanity today. Lineage was very important 
to show that through creation, God is the Father of all of us, Adam, 
Abraham, Isaac, David, Joseph, Jesus the Messiah, and you and me.  
Think back on your lineage. Do you trace both sides of your family tree 
or just one? Most of us trace both. We want to know where we come 
from, our history. We want to know who we are through our ancestors 
and our origins of old.  
 
But this prophecy wasn’t just about lineage, it was about hope. Micah 
prophesied that a shepherd was coming to lead His flock, and He would 
lead them with the majesty of God. He would bring peace. Hope was an 
important message for these people. There had been oppression, de-
struction and hard times. Sound familiar?  
 
We are living in a challenging time with unprecedented situations. We 
have been brought to our broken moments asking ourselves “What’s 
next?” or “What now?” In the season of Advent, we wait with anticipa-
tion and we wait with hope. This year we definitely have waited for that 
hope. Hope of healing our homes, our neighborhoods, our world. Hope 
has come. Hope has come in the form of a shepherd who rules with maj-
esty and strength of the Lord our God. Hope has brought peace before 
and hope will bring peace again.  



December 27 

Luke 1:26-35,38  Gabriel Visits Mary  

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his an-
cestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; there-
fore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then 
Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me accord-
ing to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 

Reflection from Amy Ely 

 
When I read this, I think about how up to now Mary is just a young 
woman living a normal, quiet, uneventful life. Then Gabriel appears and 
tells her this colossal news. Mary is surprised and confused yet she only 
slightly questions the authenticity of the information she had been given. 
She truly “Fears Not” and offers “Here I am”.  

I then think about how I would react in this situation. First, I would be 
skeptical of the truth of it. Once convinced of its validity, I would then 
question my worthiness. If assured of my merit, I would undoubtedly 
panic at the sheer magnitude of it! 

Oddly though, as we live our normal, quiet, uneventful lives, we are 
called daily to be servants of God. Just not in such a significant manner 
as Mary. In these times when we offer a helping hand to an elderly neigh-
bor, feed our friends, pick up litter, fill our Little Pantry, or read to chil-
dren; we are not skeptical of the truth. We do not question our worthiness 
and we do not panic. We do as Mary did, we offer ourselves.  “Let it be 
with me according to your word.” 

said, “I think his name should be Eli.”  I said I liked it, and added it to 
the list, but I added others, too.  It wasn’t a standout.   

A glorious thing happened, though. After our baby was born, they 
brought him around so I could see him.  I thought to myself, “His name 
is Eli.”  Hours later, when Bruce and I were in my room, Bruce said, 
“We should name him Eli.”  I cried with joy. His name was meant to 
be!  He is Eli. 

Joyful Mystery #4: Presentation by James B. Janknegt 



January 2 

Luke 2:21-36 Simeon and Ann-the naming of Jesus 

 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he 
was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived 
in the womb. When the time came for their purification according to the 
law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice accord-
ing to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons." Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the con-
solation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, "Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, accord-
ing to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gen-
tiles and for glory to your people Israel." And the child's father and 
mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be op-
posed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed-- and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too."  

Reflection from Katie Sieberg 

The joy of a newborn baby is immense.  The love that fills hearts even 
before he is born is inexplicable. I can feel Simeon’s joy and peace, 
too, as he holds the baby Jesus in his arms. He blesses the parents and 
prophesizes Jesus’ story, including the pain his mother will feel. It’s a 
beautiful and touching story! 

Jesus was named before he was born; conceived even! We did not 
have that experience when Eli was born. Bruce and I did not want to 
know our baby’s sex before it was born, so we had a list of girl and 
boy names, though the boy list was quite short and I didn’t really love 
any of them (except for the name August, which we discovered during 
a conversation early in our relationship, was a name we both loved!). 
While I was in the hospital on bedrest, my sister came to visit me and 

Aceo Angel Virgin Mary Annunciation Watercolor by Tatiana Oles 



December 28 

Luke 1:39-45 Mary Visits Elizabeth 
 

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 
hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 
her by the Lord." 

Windsock Visitation By Br. Mickey McGrath, OSFS  

Nativity 
Light  
by Johnny 
McNabb  



January 1 

Luke 2:8-16 Shepherds visit the child 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But 
the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels had 
left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

 

Reflection from Donna Nielsen 
 

When I read these verses about the shepherds watching their sheep when 
an angel appears to them, I am reminded of the Christmas carol ‘Go Tell 
It on the Mountain’. 

 

When the angel told the shepherds the good news about the baby, our 
Savior, being born in Bethlehem, they went to see this baby in the man-
ger.  Then they went out to tell the good news everywhere, just as we are 
to do.  

‘Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, go tell it on the 
mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

Reflection from Linda Arndt 

 

When reading the above Bible passage regarding Mary and her visit to 
her cousin, Elizabeth, it reminds me of the time when we were 
expecting our two sons and the adoption of our daughter.  Telling our 
parents, family, and friends and sharing the joy and apprehension 
about becoming parents.  The first sight of our daughter at the airport.  
All the plans that go through one's mind with the news, and then you 
start to worry.  

It also reminds me when our children told us we were to become 
grandparents.  We were excited for them, and hopeful that their world 
growing up has more opportunities. 

 



December 29 

Luke 1: 46-57 The Magnificat 
 

46And Mary said, 
 "My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
 51He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
 and sent the rich away empty. 
 54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
56And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to 
her home. 
57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 

 

Reflection from Susan Brunz 

Mary magnifies God and rejoices in God as her Savior. He has not only 
done great things for her but for all people. 

God has given hope to all people.  He does this by feeding the hungry 
and by lifting up the “lowly”.  And more importantly by helping us to 
recognize all people are equal, by humbling the rich and powerful, in 
addition to taking care of the hungry. 

God’s love and promise is for all of us this holiday season and always. 

“Yang ya Utaw si Manggob” By Federico Dominguez  



December 31 

Luke 2:1-7 Birth of Jesus 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be regis-
tered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a man-
ger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 

Reflection from Becky Overholser 

The Birth of Jesus is the real meaning of Christmas. 
Because of the Love of God, our Savior was born to bring us Peace and 
Joy, and Hope for our Salvation. 

Just like the struggles that Joseph and Mary experienced during their jour-
ney to Bethlehem, we also have struggles in our life’s journey, but be-
cause of the Miracle of the Jesus’s birth we can experience all the Love 
that God has for each one of us, and have Peace and Joy.  What a wonder-
ful time of the year to remember God’s Grace and Love for us. 

Merry Christmas, Blessings to you all!! 

The Canticle of Mary By Jen Norton 



December 30 

Matthew 1: 18-24 The angel visits Joseph 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, 
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Jo-
seph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public dis-
grace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to 
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for 
the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: 
 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with 
us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife. 

 

Reflections from Joe Fisher 

These verses lead me to see Joseph as an unheralded person in Jesus’ 
Birth Story along with only being referenced a few other times through-
out the scripture.  His selfless sacrifice to follow the angel’s message 
and take Mary as his wife, leading them to Bethlehem for the census 
added immensely to the fulfilling of the prophecy and the birth of our 
Savior.  It also exhibited his level of faith in the Lord to willingly accept 
his role in this endeavor. 

To me Joseph’s example shows that we should be less concerned about 
receiving adoration and praise for the deeds you do,  but know they are 
recognized and applauded by the people you impact.  


