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COMMUNION  
Bread is located in the adult welcome bags.  Please distribute the bread to those in your 
vehicle who receive communion. All who believe Christ is truly present in the bread are 
welcome at God’s table. 

The body and blood of Christ, given for you. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feast-
ed on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, re-
vealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 

Almighty God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG           Silent Night, Holy Night! 
(We invite you to turn off all lights in your car and light the flameless candles from your  
welcome bag as we sing.) 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from your holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
Music reprinted by permission CCL# 11175704 , ONE LICENSE with License #A-727737,  
And from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



D e c e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 2 0   

5 : 0 0  p . m .  

E p i p h a n y  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  
“ G r o w i n g  i n  f a i t h  t h r o u g h  G o d ’ s  g r a c e . ”  

Welcome to Christmas Eve worship at Epiphany! We are glad you could Join us!  The 
worship committee has adopted the following guidelines from the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health for a safer worship environment and to respect the most vulnerable 
among us.  Thank you for following these guidelines at this time.  
 
 Tune your radio to FM 88.1 to hear tonight’s worship service. 

 If you remain in your car. You can roll down your windows. 

 You may sit outside your car with a face mask and observing physical distancing 

 The building will not be open to the public. 

 Bathrooms are available. Please use the Community room entrance. 

 A box will be available at the driveway to deposit your offering. 

 We will not be using wine or grape juice for communion. 

 We will still worship in the parking lot during snow.  
You can still hear over the radio, but worship leaders may be inside. 

 We will not have community time following worship. 

 When worship is complete a parking lot attendant will direct traffic. 

After you park, send someone from your car to pick-up treats from the community 
room entrance. Hot chocolate, warm apple cider, and cookies are available for everyone 
in the car.  We have cup carriers, and all cups do have lids! Thanks to the Sieberg  
family for being our refreshment crew. 
Take time now to locate your communion bread, and flameless 
candle in your welcome bag for use during the service. You will 
notice every bag also has a bell; we invite everyone to watch 
your clocks this evening and join people across the country to 
ring your bells at 6 pm in a show of unity and Christmas faith.   
Treats and welcome bags tonight are furnished through a 
Thrivent Action Grant by Donna and Joel Nielsen. Thank You!  

DIALOGUE  
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



HYMN OF THE DAY          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!  
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 
Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.  
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
PEACE                 (Consider sending a text of peace and love to your family and friends) 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.  
 
HYMN OF PEACE          Away in a Manger 
 
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the 
hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

Congregation responses in bold italics.    

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who was in the beginning, 
who makes a dwelling among us, 
who covers us with justice and mercy. 

Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and our neighbors. 
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
those we know and those known only to you, 
for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 
God forgives us all our sins, 
not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 
With all who come to the manger, 
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG                   O Come, All Ye Faithful  
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing!  
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 



GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE        Angels We Have Heard on High  
 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 188) 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 
wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               O Little Town of Bethlehem  
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n. 
No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shep-
herds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON         Rev. Ronald Myers 


