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“Growing in faith through God’s grace.”  

Sunday Worship  
9:00 a.m. 

 

View Online Worship  
on FaceBook or the  
Epiphany webpage 

Sunday, September 20  
 

Confirmation will be held at a special afternoon service 
on Sunday, September 20 for our 9th graders,  

Austin Fisher and Gavin Madden.  
We will be live streaming this event so everyone is  

encouraged to join these young men (remotely) 
as they publicly affirm their baptism.  

 

Additional details will be posted  
on the Epiphany FaceBook page.  

School Kits  

 

Our Evangelism team set a goal to make 100 School 
Kits ~ we are asking for your help.   

We will be collecting school supplies to make school 
kits for Lutheran World Relief and also for local  

distribution through our Little Pantry.  
 

Page 5 of this newsletter has a complete list  
of the supplies needed to make a school kit.   

You can also find information on the  
Lutheran World Relief website 

 lwr.org/kits/school-kits 
 



P a s t o r ’ s  M e s s a g e  

   This year has been exhausting.  The steep decline of my 

Mother-in-law’s health and her death was hard, but it was 

quickly followed by the death of my aunt.  Planning for the 

opening of our toddler room was a big project, but we also 

needed to implement a name change for Star Light Early 

Learning Center.  A summer of house projects is a constant 

reality for home ownership, but then a hail storm required us 

to replace our roof, siding, and gutters. And then COVID-19.  

Every event was canceled, every trip to town involves risk, 

and there is no such thing as a simple decision these days.  

Every choice we make needs to take into account health risks 

of those involved, the comfort level of individuals, and the 

boundaries of established protocol.  It is exhausting for 

everyone! 

   And in the midst of the exhaustion we know that there are 

people, for many reasons, who feel differently about the level 

of freedom or restriction that are being enforced.  We know 

that whatever choices we make concerning planning and 

living in COVID-19 reality there will be people who are 

disappointed, angry, or baffled.  We can only make decisions 

that we feel are the best in the moment with a level of risk 

that a majority of people can accept.  Which means 

sometimes there are people who wish we would take much 

more risk, and others who believe we have risked far too 

much. 

   Because of the complexity of balancing the needs of so 

many the Epiphany Community has tried to make decisions 

with many voices present.  I am thankful that the Epiphany 

Council has been active in the decision making process at 

every step and they have not left it to the pastor to make 

difficult or controversial choices.  When it was time to move 

our gatherings to the digital realm, it was the decision of the 

whole council to close our building and leave our child care 

center open to serve our community.  When it was safe to 

gather for parking lot worship the worship team and council 

planned to gather in a way that was comfortable and safe.  

We know that some of our community would have preferred 

different choices, but we moved forward together with 

empathy, compassion, and understanding.   

   As we look at fall there are many more choices that need to 

be made, and we are trying to make decisions that we can all 

live with.  At our August council meeting the decision was 

made to continue to worship in the parking lot as long as 

possible.  We recognize this is a higher level of risk than 

worshiping digitally, but it safer than indoor worship at this 

time.  We reviewed what we could expect if worship did 

move indoors.  Music would be instrumental only (no 

singing), responses limited (Lord’s Prayer whispered), social 

distancing and masks would need to be strictly enforced, and 

worship shortened.  In many ways, moving inside the 

building would make worship feel less like the worship 

we know and love.  We don’t know what that means for 

worship as the weather grows colder, but we are hearty 

Minnesotans, and we know how to use our car heaters.  

We also know where or how we worship is far less 

important than the faith and trust we show to God in 

worship.   

   The council also decided that we would remain closed 

for meetings of outside groups, and congregational 

groups would need council approval to gather in the 

building.  This is a policy consistent with our school 

system and many other public buildings. A review of 

our insurance policy and a recommendation from our 

insurance company that anyone entering the building 

sign a waiver contributed to this decision along with a 

strong desire to protect the most vulnerable among us, 

so that no one feels pressured into situations which 

make them uncomfortable.   

   Our confirmation program for the fall will be highly 

modified.  We will still meet in person, but much less 

frequently and with strict social distancing.  Austin 

Fisher and Gavin Madden will be confirmed in an 

outdoor service on September 20.  We will continue to 

evaluate the best way to nurture faith with our young 

people. 

   Our Epiphany Charter seems to be written for times 

such as these.  In the charter Epiphany promises to, 

“remain flexible and open to meet the changing needs of 

the church, the community and world.”  While it may 

feel exhausting to remain this flexible and open, we 

know this is what is required for us to be the church 

today.  And that is what is enabling us to continue to 

build faith and serve God’s people.   

    Our flexibility has allowed our learning center to 

remain open and to grow, it has allowed our Epiphany 

Little Pantry to serve our neighbors in need, it has 

inspired us to provide self-guided VBS, it enabled us to 

create faith videos to share with young people, it moved 

us to support essential workers with a meal delivered to 

their homes, it provides us with the opportunity to 

continue our tradition of collecting supplies for 

Lutheran World Relief with our school bags, and it 

keeps our individual members connected despite the 

physical distances between us.   

   Many of us are exhausted by the realities of this year, 

but we know God remains faithful through it all.  And 

we know that with God’s help we will navigate this year 

and its disappointments with strength and grace.   
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Exhaustion and Grace 
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We are hopeful that HyVee will be offering their 

KASH4KIDS program once again this school year.  

Until we are better informed, please save your grocery 

receipts (beginning 9-1-20). Bring them to Parking Lot 

Worship or mail them to the church office.  Recently Star 

Light received a check for $375.53 for receipts collected 

during the last school year. Thanks to Winnis Buesing for 

handling the necessary paperwork.  

   We had fun with Eric Carle books this past month. We 

got to soar with his butterfly, change with his chameleon 

and be an artist along with him. We loved all the art, 

science and reading activities that we did. Check our 

Facebook page for pictures and activities that we have 

done. 

   Welcome back to school! We will start our year on 

September 10th. We are excited to meet new friends and 

get to know one another. Both our classrooms will be 

filled with anticipation for what the year will bring. 

September will be about getting to know one another and 

our way around the classroom. We will hold a special 

dedication time during worship on Sunday, September 

13th to celebrate our new name and opening of our 

Toddler Classroom. We hope you will join us for this 

event.  

   Butter Braids will be on sale September 18th through 

October 2nd. These are wonderful treats to have on hand 

for the holiday season. We will have several flyers out so 

you can order and pay that way. There will also be an 

online ordering option. Watch for more details on 

Facebook for online ordering.  

   October will bring more fall fun with pumpkins and 

Halloween. We will also have picture day on Tuesday, 

October 20th. Trunk or Treat will look different this year. 

We will have a couple games and treat bags to hand out 

to students of Star Light, Epiphany Preschool Alumni and 

Congregational Children. Come join the fun on Tuesday, 

October 27, from 6-7pm. We will have our in class 

Halloween Party on Friday, October 30. We will hold a 

door decorating party Thursday, October 29 from 5-6pm 

so the children can go trick-or-treating during the party. 

This is a “spook-tacular” time for the kids and adults!  

   We are taking registrations for both our Preschool and 

Toddler Classrooms. Registration forms can be found 

online at our new website: 

www.starlightearlylearningcenter.com. You may also call 

Star Light Early Learning Center to schedule a tour with 

Amber Preston, the Director, at 507-257-3502. Tell your 

family, friends and neighbors!  

Amber Preston, Director 

Star Light Early Learning 
Center will be taking orders 
for Butter Braids pastries 
from September 18th 
through October 2nd.   
Watch for details on how to 
order and pay online.  

Star Light Spooktacular 
 

Tuesday, October 27 
6pm-7pm 

 

 Games with social distancing 
 Take Home Coloring Activity 
 Pre-packaged treat bags  
 Star Light Staff to celebrate with our community 
 We invite Star Light students, Epiphany Pre-

school Alumni and Epiphany Lutheran Church 
Members.  

You can help by donating 
pre-packaged treats for our 
students.   
Last year we had approxi-
mately 50 kids participate.  
Donations can be brought 
to worship or left in the 
deck box by the front door.   
Please mark your donations 
with a note that says “Star 
Light Spooktacular”  

http://www.starlightearlylearningcenter.com
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P r a y e r s  

Members of our church family battling cancer:  
Sue Nasinec, Dorothy Kapfer, Gloria Ideker 

All who serve in our military including: 
Regan Geving, grandson of Lar ry and Bernita serv-
ing in the Navy 
 

Garrison Pfeffer serving in the Air  Force  

Christian sympathy to the Enz family who grieve the death of 
Harold Enz, Jim’s brother. Harold died on August 21 at the 
age of 90. His celebration of life was held on August 28. 

Pam Wendt 
Tracy Enz 
Carol Asmus 
Danielle, friend of Tracy Enz 
Ralph Buesing  
Dorthy Zeissneiss, Pastor  Myers grandmother  
Pam Myers, Pastor  Myers aunt 
Neil Westby 
Lue Arndt 
Warren Schueneman, brother -in-law of Katy Schueneman 
and  Debbie Weckman’s uncle 
Henry Hansen, nephew of Deb Lawson 
Wyatt, great nephew of Linda Kiecker  
Brooke Resner, granddaughter  of Katy Schueneman and 
Debbie Weckman’s niece 
Chris Price, fr iend of Winnis Buesing 
Craig Kapfer, son of Dorothy Kapfer  
Mark Buesing, nephew of Ralph and Winnis 
Kristian Peter, Edstrom’s great nephew 
Barb Youell, sister  of Marylss Johnson  
Patrick, Eagle Lake resident 
Barb, Joann Meyer ’s aunt  

P r a i s e  

  Our preschool received a check for $375.53 from 
HyVee for their Kash4Kids program. Thanks HyVee 
and everyone who saved their grocery receipts and to 
Winnis for handling the necessary paperwork.  

  Our young people, Duane Anderson, Fisher family 
and Pastor Myers for doing outside yard work 
around our church building.  

  Jan Lange for providing special music at worship on 
August 23.  

  SPX Sports for the new preschool sign recently 
installed in the front lawn of the church. 

  Our Church Council for their continued leadership of 
our congregation. 

  Our Worship committee for assisting each Sunday 
with Parking Lot Worship. 

  All who have supported the Little Pantry by 
providing needed donations.  

  The Fisher family for their dedication to stock and 
keep an inventory of our Little Pantry.  

  Jacki Madden for  organizing and creating the VBS 
craft projects. 

  Praises of gratitude for all those who have helped 
Epiphany grow over the past 34 Years.  

  Pastor Rebecca Sullivan for preaching today while 
Pastor Myers was on vacation.  

  Our Tator Days Parade representatives Katie and Eli 
Sieberg, Vickie Huebl and Star Light Early Learning 
Center staff and students. 

  Dennis Hallaway for mowing the church lawn.   

Building Fund 
In memory of Lorraine Hill 
Given by Audrey Rieck 

Ralph and Winnis Buesing  
celebrated 60 years of marriage 
on August 6. Congratulations! 

Thank you to all who helped 
support our Vacation Bible 
School project. This special  
offering will be used to help  
provide clean drinking water 
through Lutheran World Relief.  
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Little Pantry 
 

   The Epiphany Little Pantry is an outreach ministry of 

Epiphany Lutheran Church.  Our members and many 

from the Eagle Lake community have been generous to 

ensure that everyone in our community has enough dur-

ing the COVID-19 pandemic.  Donations are welcome! 

There is a deck box near the front door as a way to col-

lect larger donations that do not fit in the pantry.   

   These are some items that we currently need to re-stock 

our pantry; however, all donations are welcome.  
 

Jelly (in plastic jars-we are not able to use glass during 

the hot summer months) 

Pasta sauces (in plastic jars or cans) 

Canned pasta (i.e. Chef Boy-r-Dee) 

Pancake syrup 

Diapers  

 

Confirmation Classes 
 

   We have been carefully trying to discern how to do con-
firmation classes  this year recognizing the work that our 
multiple school districts are doing to create learning 
pods.  We have decided that confirmation will meet in-
person, but less frequently.  Like at school, students will 
wear masks and be reminded of physical distancing.  We 
will gather outside around the fire pit as much as possi-
ble.  If we are indoors we will use the community room so 
that we can spread out.  We will use this plan until Christ-
mas and then re-evaluate what needs to happen for 
spring.  Of course, when/if St. Clair or Mankato school 
districts move to full distance learning we will also move 
to a distance learning model.  If your family chooses not 
to participate in this confirmation plan, please let Pastor 
Myers know and we can discuss options including self-
guided learning. 
   Our first gathering is planned for September 23. I hope 
this gives your families time to get used to the new school 
schedules before adding confirmation.  We will plan to 
meet every other week after that.  We will continue our 
traditional times of 6:30pm- 7:45pm.  
Below are the dates for our planned gatherings.  Please 
mark these class dates on your calendar: 
Sept 23—Oct 7— Oct 21—Nov 4— Nov 18 
Dec 2—Dec 16 

   Due to the safety concerns resulting from the current pan-
demic, the Women’s Retreat planned for November 2020 
has been cancelled and rescheduled. We have rescheduled 
the retreat for the weekend of October 29-31, 2021 at the 
Metta Meditation Center.  Please mark your calendar and 
watch for additional details in the coming months.  

   Over the next weeks, until October 4, we will be col-
lecting school supplies to make school kits for Lutheran 
World Relief. We will offer some of the supplies locally 
through our Little Pantry, but our goal is to assemble 
100 school kits to send around the world to ensure eve-
ryone has the school supplies they need.  
 

Below is a list of items needed. The list and guidelines 
also be found at https://lwr.org/kits/school-kits. 
 

Supplies can be brought to parking lot worship or left in 
the deck box located by the front door of the church un-
til October 4. 
 

Thank you for helping support this important project! 
 

Each Kits should include: 
**FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide-or college-ruled paper, 
approximately 8” x 10 ½”; no loose leaf paper  
**ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one 
side and inches on the other  
**ONE pencil sharpener  
**ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 
steel blades work well)  
**FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together 
with a rubber band FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel 
ink); secure together with a rubber band  
**ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons  
**ONE 2 ½” eraser  
**ONE sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag, approxi-
mately 14” x 17” with shoulder straps (no backpacks)  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flwr.org%2Fpack%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1S0NhL_lJe6HYPmvaWLrP8M0BnCYFrbUfcdZbDQ8E3_ZKVvbu6QHi8e5Q&h=AT1HGfAAmsDAfBH7FrM86D5MH_XH6mgPospBT_Osxd7TEBvR69Gj0pitXBfOl9X9or9dSVHzuxDU1ltLCLfMlG_Wbu4utHbem8t8uM2SJXnPs2NCWCe1n9WUrXUg


Church Council                                                                                                   
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Church Council Summary - July 15, 2020     
 

Members Present:  Duane Anderson, Winnis Buesing,    
Sue Edstrom, Deb Lawson, Pastor Myers, Jacki Madden, 
John Nasinec, Dave Overholser, Tom Wellner      
Members Absent:    Heidi Johnson 
 

Call to Order:  6:34pm 

Devotions: Winnis Buesing      

Prayerful Preparation – Pastor Myers 

 
Agenda review – additions/changes  
Motion to approve: Sue Edstrom. Second: Winnis Bues-
ing. All in favor-motion carried. 
 
Approval of minutes from July 15, 2020 Council Meet-
ing: Motion to approve: Duane Anderson. Second: Deb 
Lawson. All in favor-motion carried.  
 
Pastor report: As written. Further discussion under Covid
-19 old business.  
 
Treasurer’s report        

 Financial Statement review 
See Treasurers report for details. Motion to ap-
prove:  Duane Anderson. Second: Tom Wellner. 
All in favor-motion carried. 

 Approve Bills to be paid: 
Motion to approve:  Sue Edstrom. Second: Duane 
Anderson. All in favor-motion carried. 
 

Preschool-Star Light Early Learning Center: 
 

Report submitted.  Motion to approve contract with 
Goodrich Construction, a licensed contractor, for the 
emergency exit in the toddler room for $6,500.00 to in-
clude the doors and finishes: Tom Wellner. Second: Sue 
Edstrom. All in favor-motion carried. 
 
Property: 
 

 Insurance inspection of the roof: Roof was   
 Inspected and waiting for further information. 
 Furnace filter update: Covid-19 plan requires that 
 the filters be changed more frequently and with  
 HEPA filters in possible. Tom Wellner will check 
 all filters and replace as needed.  

Old Business: 
 Parking Lot Bingo Fundraising.  This 

was investigated. There are a lot of li-
censing issues.  Put on hold for now. 

 Covid-19 Preparedness Plan: Pastor pre-
sented a Covid-19 Preparedness plan.  
Motion to approve plan as written: Sue 
Edstrom. Second:  Winnis Buesing. All 
in favor- motion carried. 

 Tree Removal: Estimates will be request-
ed for further tree removal and trimming 
for the health of the trees. 

 
New Business:  
 Scout Recruitment night and Church use 

by other groups.  Motion to restrict the 
building to outside groups and internal 
groups will be evaluated by the council 
on an individual basis: Dave Overholser. 
Second: Deb Lawson. All in favor-
motion approved. 

 Confirmation: Motion to approve the 
gathering of confirmation students in per-
son: Deb Lawson, Second: Duane Ander-
son. All in favor-motion carried. 

 Confirmation students will have a Lum-
berjack day on August 27th.  They will be 
cleaning up the underbrush in the grove 
area. 

 Snow Removal. We need to explore re-
placements if needed for snow removal. 

 
Motion to adjourn:  Dave Overholser                             
Next meeting date:  September  16, 2020, 

6:30pm 
Devotions: Sue Edstrom 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sue Edstrom    
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2020 Church Council  
 

President: Jacki Madden  507-931-1243  
 jackimadden07@gmail.com 
 

Vice President  Heidi Johnson 507-461-6957 
 hmbartelt0717@gmail.com 
   

Treasurer: Dave Overholser  257-3417 
 dboverho@gmail.com 
 
 

Secretary:  Sue Edstrom 507-317-4672 
 skedstrom@gmail.com 
 

Pastor: Ronald Myers  507-257-3156 
 ronalddmyers@yahoo.com  
 
 

 Duane Anderson    507-381-8577  
 duanea4@gmail.com 
 

 Winnis Buesing  507-995-0725 
 winnis@hickorytech.net 
 

 Deb Lawson   507-351-3822 
 debbrits@yahoo.com 
 

 John Nasinec    507-257-3135  
 smnjn@yahoo.com 
 

 Tom Wellner   507-625-3577 
 carandkids@chartermi.net 

Financial Report as of  July 31, 2020  

 

General Fund  
 For the Month: 
   Beginning Balance 7/1/2020  $3,182 
     Monthly Receipts  9,253 
    Monthly Expenses  (8,744) 
 Ending Balance 7/31/2020  3,691 
 

 Year to Date: 
 Beg Balance 1/1/2020     $1,140 
   Year-to-date Receipts  75,637 
   Year-to-date Expenses  (73,085) 
 Ending Balance 7/31/2020  3,691 
 

Mortgage Fund 
 Beginning Balance 7/1/2020  $4,253    
   Income   $1,606 
       Expenses  (881) 
 Ending Balance 7/31/2020  4,978 
 

 Year-to-date Receipts  $17,959 
 Year-to-date Expenses  (16,384) 

Date Altar Guild Offering Counters 

September 6 Colleen Hall & Becky Overholser Adam Johnson & Jacki Madden 

September 13 Donna Nielsen & Amy Ely Linda Arndt & Sarah Weber  

September 20 Donna Nielsen & Amy Ely Amber Preston & Amy Ely 

September 27 Susan Brunz & Carol Regnier Katie Sieberg & Ann Stensrud 

October 4 Susan Brunz & Carol Regnier Adam Johnson & Jacki Madden 

October 11 Deb Fingerson & Patty Adams Linda Arndt & Sarah Weber  

October 18 Deb Fingerson & Patty Adams Amber Preston & Amy Ely 

October 25 Lisa Nagel & Sarah Weber Katie Sieberg & Ann Stensrud 

November  1 Lisa Nagel & Sarah Weber Adam Johnson & Jacki Madden 

November 8 Linda Kiecker & Linda Arndt Linda Arndt & Sarah Weber  

November 15 Linda Kiecker & Linda Arndt Amber Preston & Amy Ely 

November 22 Colleen Hall & Becky Overholser Katie Sieberg & Ann Stensrud 

November 29 Colleen Hall & Becky Overholser Katie Sieberg & Ann Stensrud 

Service Ministry Schedule 

Some reasons to try electronic giving. 
 It allows you to budget.  Each year you determine the amount you want to give to Epiphany. You don't feel 

tempted to give less to church because you know what you planned to give fits your budget. 
 It helps you to be faithful .  If you aren’t at church or miss a week, the ministry of Epiphany is supported. 
 It is easy.  Some Sunday mornings getting everyone to church in the morning is all you can handle. You don’t 

need to worry about writing a check or forgetting it at home. 



NEWS DEADLINE 
Sunday Bulletin: Noon on Wednesday                 
Newsletter: The 15th of the month 
 

Editor: Donna Nielsen 
Email: donna.nielsen@hotmail.com 

Parking Lot Worship  
Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. 

 

Worship services can also be viewed on FaceBook or  
online at www.epiphanyeaglelake.com 

605 Parkway Ave.  
PO Box 188  
Eagle Lake, MN 56024 

Church: 507-257-3156 
Pastor Ronald Myers: 507-440-4503 
Email: ronalddmyers@yahoo.com 
www.epiphanyeaglelake.com 
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WORSHIP 

Join us on Sunday, September 13 for a ‘Back to School Blessing’  


